
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.09.20 
DATE: Monday September 20, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean at 
Gold Beach, Oregon, USA. Gold Beach is situated at the 
mouth of the Rogue River. 
 
NAME: Seth Mead 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 26-year-old male from Florence. He is 
5'10" tall, weighs 160 pounds and was wearing a black wetsuit 
and a black leash.  
SURFBOARD: A 6'6" white Al Merrick board with three black 
fins. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
WEATHER: It was a sunny, but cool, autumn morning and 
there was an offshore north wind. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, September 21, 2004 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky, and the sea temperature was between 50º and 
55ºF. warm for the area. 
ENVIRONMENT: The surfing spot is also a popular place for seals and sea lions who feed 
on spawning salmon this time of year. The salmon and seals attract sharks – the reason 
some local surfers avoid the river mouth in early fall. Harbor seals were in the water at the 
time of the incident. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 ft 
DISTANCE FROM SOUTH JETTY: 35 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 10 feet 
TIME: 08h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Seth Mead was surfing alone and nobody was on the beach. He was waiting 
for a wave, sitting upright on his board, legs astride, facing out to sea, when his board was 
struck by the shark. The shark, Mead said, struck the bottom right side of his board with 
such force that it lifted him into the air. As he came back down, his leg and foot were inside 
the shark's mouth, sandwiched between its teeth and his board. "I was bouncing half on my 
board and half on the shark's face," he said. "When I looked down all I saw was his eye – it 
was open – and his mouth full of teeth. The board shielded me from those teeth; it took the 
brunt of the hit." An instant later the shark released him. "He must have known something 
was wrong because he didn't shake me around like they usually do. He just let go." Mead 
caught a wave, riding his surfboard on his stomach to the beach. "I thought if I could just get 
to the beach I'll be golden. It took me 20 seconds." As he headed shoreward, he passed 
some seals and told them they’d better get out of there too. 
 
INJURY: The injury consisted of five large gashes on the lower leg from the bottom of his 
calf to 2/3rd of the way down to his foot. 
 
FIRST AID: Mead made it out of the water and into his truck. He had only driven 100 yards 
when he spotted Gold Beach Police Officer Wallace Hartman standing on the south jetty 
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TREATMENT: Mead was treated in the emergency 
room of Curry General Hospital where his wounds 
were sutured by Dr. Michael O’Gara, and he was 
released. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a 
white shark, Carcharodon carcharias.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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