
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2004.08.06 
DATE: Friday August 6, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf of Mexico at 
Big Bayou, St. Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, USA. 
27.8°N, 82.6°W  
 
NAME: James Tiffee 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer is a 47-year-old male, a 
Navy SEAL. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 20h53, St. Petersburg recorded clear skies 
and visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was 84.9°F 
[29.4°C], dew point 75.9°F [24.4°C], humidity 74%, sea 
level pressure 29.78 inches [1008.2 hPa], and wind 
direction was West at 8.1 mph [13.0 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, August 7, 2004. 
SEA CONDITIONS: It was getting dark and the water was 
murky. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Five to 10 feet 
TIME: 20h30 [8:30 pm] 
 
NARRATIVE: Tiffee was swimming on his back to David 
and Jane Santos’ sailing yacht anchored in Big Bayou. He 
wanted to invite the couple to spend Friday night with him in 
downtown St. Petersburg. "I was swimming at feeding time 
and was splashing my legs around," said Tiffee. "I couldn't 
have done anything (worse) but to have slit my wrists in the 
water."  
 
“I felt the impact on my back and was lifted ever so slightly 
into the air,” said Tiffee. “I realized pretty quickly it had to be 
a shark.” Tiffee was halfway back to shore when David and 
Jane heard him screaming and raced onto their dinghy to 
help. After they helped the bleeding Tiffee into the boat, they raced to shore. 
 
INJURY: The shark bit roughly a “square-foot piece of flesh out of his back” and he 
sustained bites to his buttocks, his left hand and the left side of his face, according to 
Santos. 
 
FIRST AID: David Santos “crash-docked” the boat, grabbed Tiffee's keys and drove his 
truck to the VA Medical Center at Bay Pines, while his wife Jane held a compress on 
Tiffee's bleeding back. 
 
TREATMENT: Tiffee underwent four hours of surgery on his back, which 
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required skin grafts, and was placed in Intensive Care. By Monday August 9, he was listed 
in stable condition. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Dave and Jane Santos, the shark was about four feet 
in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Tom Jerome, Shark Research Institute 
 
SOURCE: Miami Herald, 
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/state/9354964.htm?1c 
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