
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.08.00 
DATE: August 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean off Park Rynie, KwaZulu-Natal, 
South Africa. 
 
BOAT: The skiboat Sharp Shoot, skippered by Mark Snyman with Shaun Posthumus and 
Lawrence Nortje on board. 
 
BACKGROUND 
EVIRONMENT: In KwaZulu-Natal adult geelbek, 
Atractoscion aequidens, are caught during their 
winter/ spring spawning aggregation. Most geelbek 
are caught from skiboats although a number are 
taken by shore and spear fishermen during the 
sardine run.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Seven kilometres 
TIME: 02h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The fisherman had been catching geelbek and had quite a lot of fish onboard 
when the shark struck. "We felt a heavy bump. It was dark, but we could make out a big 
shark,” said Snyman. He tried to scare the shark off by starting his engines, but the sound 
just seemed to irritate the shark because it bumped his boat even more vigorously.  
Snyman and his crew then "got out of there in a hurry.”  "We didn’t stick around,” he said. 
“We were scared." 
 
INJURY: No injury to occupants. 
EQUIPMENT DAMAGE: The shark left teeth marks on the boat and one of the engines was 
damaged. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a white shark estimated to be three to four 
metres in length. 
 
NOTE: Four days later a commercial fisherman, Bobby Naidoo, and his crew of seven were 
off Park Rynie in his skiboat, First Lite, when a shark struck the skiboat. "It nearly came on 
board. At one time it came right out of the water – right across both motors,” said Naidoo. 
"We then left at speed." 
 
The two incidents similar and Geremy Cliff of the Natal Sharks Board felt they probably 
involved the same shark. "Many large sharks would find the struggling of a number of large 
geelbek on the end of the anglers’ lines an extremely attractive signal," he said. The shark 
in both incidents was clearly aroused by the fishing activity. "The shark may well have 
become frustrated if it had been unable to feed on any of the geelbek caught." Cliff also 
noted that that on rare occasions sharks did ‘mouth’ outboard motors. "It would seem that 
they are attracted by the electrical field created by the metal of the motor and the battery 
used to start to the motor. In these cases the shark’s contact with the motor is slow and 
controlled. It is not an aggressive action. By contrast, the shark’s behaviour in these two 
incidents off Park Rynie was highly aggressive."  
 
SOURCE: Sunday Tribune, 8/22/2004 edition 
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=14&art_id=vn20040822181720287C1233

Geelbek (from Smith’s Sea Fishes) 
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