
ACTIVITY: Fishing or wading 
CASE: GSAF 2004.07.25 
DATE: Sunday July 25, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Bryan Beach, 
Brazoria County, Texas, USA. Bryan Beach is a coastal 
village located on Farm Road 1495 about four miles 
south of Freeport on the Gulf of Mexico in southern 
Brazoria County.    
28.8833°N, 95.3786°W 
 
NAME: Aaron Perez 
DESCRIPTION: He is an 11-year-old 60-pound male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Angleton, 16 miles inland from Freeport, recorded 
thunderstorms earlier in the afternoon, but by 19h53, the storms 
had passed and visibility was seven miles. The air temperature 
was 77°F, dew point 75°F, humidity 94%, sea level pressure 30.03 
inches and wind direction was NE at 6.9 mph. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, July 25, 2004. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Mean low tide was at 16h10 [4:10 pm] local 
daylight time. 
ENVIRONMENT: Bryan Beach is located at the Mouth of the 
Brazos River. Historically, this area was famous for tarpon moving 
into the mouth of the river to spawn. When it has not rained for a while and the water goes 
green, baitfish start to move into the mouth of the river and the fish action goes wild. There 
have been very large tiger sharks and bull sharks taken here. Aaron said he was standing in 
a school of fish when the shark grabbed him.  
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 
TIME: 19h30 [7:30 p.m.], sunset was at 20h24 [8:24 p.m.]. 
 
NARRATIVE: Aaron Perez was wade-fishing with his family and carrying a bag of fish when 
he was bitten by the shark. He said he began punching the creature in the gills, as he had 
learned on The Discovery Channel the day before. "The shark was throwing Aaron all over 
the place like a rag,” said his father, Blas Perez. “It was like a dogfight; they were going at 
it." Perez and his friend, Don Townes, beat the shark with their fishing rods, chased it away, 
took the injured boy from the water. 
 
INJURY: The boy had three bites: one to the right forearm arm, and above and below the 
right knee. The bite on the arm was the most serious. 
 
FIRST AID: "There were some fisherman there and they put a shirt over my arm," said 
Aaron. Squeezing Aaron’s arm above the injury slowed the bleeding. But the boy’s arm was 
almost severed and only held together by two strings of crushed bone. "Don grabbed like 
that and then my mom brought the truck,” remembers Aaron. He was taken to a Freeport 
fire station about 20h00 [8 p.m.]. Deputy Fire Chief Chris Motley, Chief of Emergency 
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Aaron Perez 



Buster Dean/Chronicle Dr. Emmanuel Melissinos, 
left, said 11-year-old Aaron Perez's surgery was a 
success thanks to the care he received from his 
family, including his dad, Blas Perez, right, 
immediately after the shark attack. 

His arm reattached, a year after the 
accident, Aaron Perez is able to play 
the violin and piano. Aaron said he 
friends think what happened “is pretty 
cool.” 

Medical Services, reported that the boy was conscious and his condition was stable, but 
emergency officials determined that his injuries would require microsurgery. The boy was 
flown by Life Flight helicopter to Memorial Hermann Children's Hospital in Houston.  
 
TREATMENT: Dr. Emmanuel Melissinos, the Memorial Hermann Children's Hospital 
microsurgeon who reattached the boy's right forearm, has repaired four shark injuries at 
Memorial Hermann. He says slowing the bleeding with pressure and getting to a 
microsurgeon quickly are the keys to saving a limb. He credited the success of the four-and-
a-half-hour surgery to the care Aaron received from his family immediately after the 
accident and to the nurses aboard the Life Flight helicopter. "He has surpassed all our goals 
up to now," Dr. Melissinos said of Aaron's recovery. The boy was released from the hospital 
on August 2, 2004 and could complete physical therapy in six months. 
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: It was thought the incident involved a bull shark, Carcharhinus 
leucas. The shark was bigger than his dad, Aaron said. 
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