
ACTIVITY: Swimming / treading water 
CASE: GSAF 2004.06.10.a 
DATE: Thursday June 10, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean at Daytona Beach Shores, just 
south of Daytona Beach, Volusia County, Florida, 
USA. 
29.2°N, 81.0°W  
 
NAME: Mitchell Anderson 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer is an 8-year-old 
boy from Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: There had been thunderstorms 
earlier in the afternoon, but at 18h09 Daytona 
Beach recorded a mostly cloudy sky and 10-mile visibility. The air temperature was 80.6°F 
[27°C], dew point 71.6°F [22°C], humidity 74%, sea level pressure 30.03 in [1016.8 hPa], 
and wind direction was West at 10.4 mph [16.7 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Three to four feet 
TIME: Shortly after 18h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Mitchell Anderson was swimming (treading water) with his father and his six-
year-old brother Brandon when the shark swam between them, and he suddenly felt it 
clamp down on  his left arm and right wrist.   
 
FIRST AID: Brandon's T-shirt was used as a make-shift tourniquet to stop the bleeding. “I 
guess when he was treading water, the shark figured he was a fish or something. Grabbed 
ahold of his left arm from his wrist to his elbow," said Anderson. 
 
INJURY: The boy's left hand and part of his left arm were inside the shark's mouth, 
and he suffered cuts on both hands, but no major arteries were severed.  "He's severed a 
tendon in his wrist, but he can still move his fingers, so, on both hands, so that's good," said 
his father.  
 
TREATMENT: The boy was taken to Halifax Medical Center where doctors put eight 
stitches in Mitchell's left arm and three in his right wrist. He will be back in Louisville on 
Sunday where he is scheduled to undergo additional surgical repair at Jewish Hospital later 
in the week.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  “I saw its eyes, its head and eyes," Brandon says, adding that "it 
looked like a sand shark — like about a four-foot sand shark." 
 
SOURCES: Daytona Beach News-Journal, June 11, 2004; Page 1C;  
Wave News, http://www.wave3.com/Global/story.asp?S=1940244&nav=0RZFNu2I 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Tom Jerome, GSAF 
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