
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2004.05.23.b 
DATE: Sunday May 23, 2004 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the South Atlantic Ocean 
opposite the Blue Tree Tower Hotel on Piedade Beach, Recife, 
Pernambuco, Brazil. 
8.1°S, 34.8°W  
 
NAME: Valmir Pereira Silva 
DESCRIPTION: The bather is a 17-year-old male, a mineral 
water salesman. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It had been raining heavily all week, the sky was 
cloudy, and visibility was 6.2 miles [10 km]. At 14h00, the air 
temperature was 84.2ºF [29ºC], dew point was 69.8ºF [21ºC],  
62% humidity; sea level pressure 29.92 inches [1013 hPa] and 
wind direction was SSE at 6.9 mph [11.1 km/h]. By 15h00, the 
weather was unchanged with exception of the dew point which 
had risen to 71.6ºF [22ºC], and humidity which had increased to 
66%.   
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 17% of the moon was 
illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Water visibility was poor. 
ENVIRONMENT: According to Fabio Hazin, director of the 
fishery department at the Pernambuco Federal Rural 
University, 1994 was a record year for shark bites when 
Pernambuco’s coastal region had unusually heavy rains, a 
situation seen again this year. “We think there might be a link 
here,” said Hazin. The two incidents this weekend were the 
closest ones to the shore, refuting the theory whereby sharks 
wouldn’t attack in water as shallow as 1.5 metres. Sharks seem 
to be experiencing an abnormal uneasy activity, possibly due to 
the lack of available food. This incident took place in a passage 
in front of the church in the district. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 1.5 metres 
TIME: 14h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Valmir Pereira Silva said, “The shark pulled me 
under with so much power that I really thought I was going to 
die. I was losing blood from my leg, but I hit his dorsal fin and 
kicked out, and in the end he released me.” His wife, 22-year-
old Carmelita Maria da Luz, pulled him from the water. 
 
INJURY: The bather’s left hand and left foot were severed by 
the shark, and his left calf and left arm were severely bitten. 
 

The pool at Blue Tree Tower 
Hotel overlooks the attack site. 

Blue Tree Tower Hotel 

Valmir now wears a 
prosthesis below the left 
knee, and is waiting for a 
prosthetic arm to be fitted.  
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TREATMENT: Valmir was taken to Hospital da Aeronáutica [Air Force Hospital], then to 
Hospital da Restauração [Hospital of the Restoration]. His left leg was surgically amputated 
below the knee and his left arm was surgically amputated above the elbow. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not positively identified, although the attack was thought to involve a 
bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas. 
 
NOTE: There used to be a shark attack warning sign in front of the Blue Tree Tower Hotel, 
a 5-star hotel located on Piedade Beach at Av. Bernado Vieira De Melo, 550, but the sign 
was mysteriously removed. The Fire Department suspects the sign was removed because it 
would frighten tourists, as some of Recife’s most luxurious hotels are along this stretch of 
beach. Shark attacks are quite negatively affecting tourism in Pernambuco.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Paulo Mariano Lopes 
 

Weather at Recife, May 23, 2004 
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