
ACTIVITY: Shipwrecked 
CASE: GSAF 2004.04.13.b 
DATE: Tuesday April 13, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean about 30 nautical miles north of 
Nuku'alofa in the Kingdom of Tonga, Pacific Ocean.   
(Nuku’alofa: 21.1°S, 175.2°W)  
 
NAME: Unknown  
DESCRIPTION: male (2) 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: High winds 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, April 20, 2004 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was very rough. 
ENVIRONMENT: The men were clinging to floating debris. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 nautical miles 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: in excess of 500 feet 
TIME: Between 14h30 and 22h00 
 
NARRATIVE:  The 10-metre wooden fishing boat Tu'amelie ki Moan had a crew of five 
when she set off on a fishing expedition on Monday April 12, 2004. Next day, around 14h30 
[2:30 p.m], their boat was swamped and sunk by a large wave. 
 
As the men clung to remnants of their boat, they were bitten by small sharks. Two of the 
men were bitten repeatedly, despite attempts by their shipmates to drive off the sharks.  
 
New Zealand rescue authorities sounded the alarm later the same afternoon after being 
tipped off to an emergency beacon by an Air New Zealand aircraft flying overhead. A 
Tongan navy patrol boat, supplied by the Australian government went in search of the 
missing boat. Initially they were looking for a fishing vessel with an engine problem and only 
found the group at 22h00 [10 p.m.] – seven-and-a-half hours after their fishing boat sank –
when they spotted a light on the water. “They shone their torch and we saw that they were 
shining it on floats, that's when we realized that they were floating in the water,'' said the 
patrol boat’s commander Lieutenant Siua Fifita. Rescuers said the fishermen were lucky to 
be found alive and were only spotted in dark and rough conditions because they had a 
torch. It took almost two hours to get the men on to the patrol boat because of the rough 
conditions :six-metre-high waves, 15- to 20-knot winds and rain.  
 
INJURY: Hewas bitten on his feet, legs, back and abdomen. “He was bitten in various 
places by a small shark which was coming and taking bites, mouthfuls, “reported Fifita. “I 
think he’s okay because he didn’t lose an entire arm or an entire leg.” 
 
TREATMENT: The injured survivor was admitted to the hospital but was not considered to 
be in critical condition. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  Not identified. “They weren't big [sharks], they were small ones. 
They were still very young but they were probably hungry,” said a survivor. 
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