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ACTIVITY: Body boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2004.03.29 
DATE: Tuesday March 29, 2004  
LOCATION: The incident took place at  
Piedade, Recife, in Brazil's Northeastern 
region (Pernambuco State).       
8.1°S, 34.8°W  
 

NAME: Alcindo de Sousa Leão Júnior 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 22-year-old 
male. Rodrigo Lobo/ 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Although there were scattered 
clouds in the sky it was a sunny morning, 
with 6.2 miles visibility [10 kilometres]. At 
07h00, the air temperature was 84.2°F 
[29.0°C], dew point was 68°F [20.0°C], 
humidity 58%, sea level pressure was 29.89 
inches [1012 hPa] and the wind direction 
was SSE at 10.4 mph [16.7 km/h]. By 
08h00, the air had warmed to 86°F [30°C], 
the wind died slightly to 9.2 mph [14.8 km/h] 
and the sea level pressure increased to 
29.92 inches [1013 hPa].  
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 56% of the 
Moon is Illuminated. 
ENVIRONMENT: According to biologists, 
the increase in shark attacks is linked to 
construction of Suape seaport complex in 
the late 1980s. The complex, located some 
30 kilometres from Recife, was built in a mangrove area that had served as a nursery area 
for several species of sharks. As result, the sharks began using a river mouth close to 
Recife’s tourist beaches as their new nursery ground. Boa Viagem and Piedade, two of 
Brazil's most famous beach resort areas, have been the scene of more than 45 shark 
attacksin the past decade. Currently, there are several shark-warning signs urging 
beachgoers to be cautious, and surfing is totally prohibited along 12 kilometres of Recife’s 
shoreline. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres to 50 metres 
TIME: 07h30 
 

NARRATIVE: Alcindo de Sousa Leão Júnior wanted to take advantage of the morning sun, 
despite admonitions by his father, and entered the water at Segundo Jardim, where surfing 
was prohibited. His father learned of the accident at 08h00 when a fireman phoned him, but 
thinking his son was still sleeping, thought the phone call was “a deceit.” After hanging up 
the phone, however, he checked his son’s room and realized what had happened. “I already 
had alerted him on the attacks, but this youth is very stubborn and not listening the parents”, 
he lamented. 
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Alcindo de Souza Leão Júnior in the  
Hospital of the Restoration on March 31, 2004.  

Suape 



INJURY: The surfer’s left leg was severely bitten and tissue was removed from the knee to 
the ankle. The bite extended about 50 centimetres.  
 

FIRST AID: Swimmers went to the surfer’s assistance. (Lifeguards only arrive at the beach 
after 08h00.) Gari Ademir Leopoldo, who was cleaning a stretch of the beach, and Carlos 
Wilson helped to rescue the body-boarder. Two off-duty firemen who were passing by 
placed a tourniquet to diminish blood loss. The body-boarder was taken to the hospital in a 
Kombi. 
 
TREATMENT: According to head of emergency medicine, Dr. Alexander Guedes, the surfer 
underwent surgery in the Hospital of Restauração (HR), and the remainder of his leg was 
surgically amputated.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas 
 
REMARKS: This was the first shark accident in this area of Boa Viagem-Piedade beach, 
and he is the 46th person to be injured by a shark at Pernambuco since 1992. 
 
SOURCES: Tânia Steps of the DIARIO, March 30, 2004; Pernambuco.com 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Paulo Mariano Lopes, Global Shark Accident File 
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