
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.03.16 
DATE: Tuesday, March 16, 2004  
LOCATION: The incident took place in Kalihiwai Bay 
near Hanalei on the north shore of Kau’ai, Hawaii, 
USA.  
22º12'59"N, 159º25'7"W  
 
NAME: Bruce Orth 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 51-year-old male, a 
bike mechanic and musician, from Kilauea.  
SURFBOARD: The surfer was using an eight-foot, 
two-inch Terry Chung surfboard. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 07h53, Lihue recorded partly cloudy skies and 
visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was 68°F [20°C], dew 
point 60.1°F [15.6°C], humidity 76%, sea level pressure 
30.05 inches [1017.5 hPa], and wind direction was North at 
9.2 mph [14.8 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, March 20, 2004. 
SEA CONDITIONS: According to lifeguard Kalani Vierra of the 
county's Ocean Safety Bureau, the water at the bay was a little murky, but not at all muddy, 
with onshore winds and choppy conditions. However, Orth reported that the water was 
clear. He said the waves were about four feet, or about eight-foot faces. “There were some 
good ones coming in,” he said. “I was catching a lot of waves. It was a good day.”  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: The incident took place 50 feet in front of the rock pile, on the 
easterly point of the bay. 
DEPTH OF WATER: 10 feet, estimated 
TIME: 07h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Bruce Orth was surfing with five friends, and two other surfers were seaward 
of him. He was straddling his surf board while waiting for waves when the shark surfaced 
about four feet in front of him. “[The shark] came straight up, passed right by my foot 
dangling in the water, and latched onto the side of the board,” he said. “I'm looking straight 
down at this thing and I thought the head looked like a foot-and-a-half across, and I thought, 
‘Get this thing off my board.’ So, I pounded on it and kind of had to push it off.” Calling to his 
friends, Orth paddled for shore, and the rest of the surfers quickly followed.  
 
After reaching the beach, Orth and his surfing party regrouped, called county authorities to 
report the incident and waited for lifeguards and firefighters to arrive. After giving their 
statements to the authorities and then went to eat pancakes. Wayne Smith, who had been 
surfing with Orth, picked up the breakfast tab. “Sharks were there first. They're out there all 
the time. It's just the price you pay for surfing,” said Orth, speaking of the incident and not 
the breakfast bill. Lifeguards “Sharks don't scare me. I'm so much more scared riding my 
bike on Kuhio Highway than surfing,” Orth said.  
 
INJURY: The surfer was not injured. 
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Bruce Orth 



SURFBOARD DAMAGE: The shark left an 11-inch diameter semi-circle of teeth marks on 
the edge of the surfboard about 12 inches from the nose. 
 
SPECIES: According to surfers who witnessed the incident, a tiger shark about eight to ten 
feet in length was involved. Nearby beaches were closed and shark warning signs were 
posted. 
 
SOURCE: Tom Finnegan; The Hawaii Channel 
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