
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2004.02.29 
DATE: Sunday February 29, 2004  
LOCATION: The attack took place in 
the South Atlantic Ocean at Piedade 
Beach, in Brazil's Northeastern region 
(Pernambuco State). Boa Viagem 
and Piedade are two of Brazil's most 
famous tourist areas and, in the 
space of a decade, have been the 
site of numerous shark attacks, many 
of them fatal.  
8.1°S, 34.8°W  
 
NAME: Edimilson Henrique dos Santos  
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer was a 29-year-old male.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and visibility was 6.2 miles [10 kilometres]. By 15h00, 
Recife recorded a mostly cloudy sky, the air temperature was 86°F [30°C], dew point was 
73.4°F  [23°C], humidity was 66%, sea level pressure was 29.86 inches [1011 hPa], and 
wind direction was East-Southeast at 6.9 mph [11.1 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 64% of the Moon was illuminated. 
ENVIRONMENT: There were several shark-warning signs reminding people of the danger 
and urging them to use caution. Surfing is totally prohibited along the 12 km-long shoreline. 
The shark attack rate increased after construction of a seaport complex more than 10 years 
ago. The complex, located about 30 kilometers from Recife’s tourist beaches, was 
constructed in a mangrove forest which had served as a spawning and nursery area for 
many species, including sharks. After the complex was built, a river mouth close to where 
most of these attacks have occurred may have become the shark’s breeding area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Chest-deep or shoulder-deep 
TIME: 15h00  
 
NARRATIVE: Two friends were in the water with Edimilson when he was bitten: 16-year-old 
Tatiane Da Silva, and 18-year-old Leonilson Gleison, and two other people were about 10 
metres closer to shore. “We heard a shout,” said Leonilson. “When we looked to see what it 
was, the water was red.”  
 
“The shark was still grabbing the swimmer’s leg when another fireman and me were pulling 
him from the water,” said lifesaver Baroque Basiliano. A human chain of 12 people, 
including lifesavers and swimmers, quickly brought Edimilson ashore. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. The swimmer’s right thigh and hip were bitten, and his femoral artery was 
severed. “He was bitten between waist and femur”, said several reports, and his pulse was 
weak by the time he was taken from the water. He was taken by ambulance to the hospital 
(Hospital da Aeronáutica), arriving there at 15h15 and died soon afterwards. 
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FIRST AID: Lifeguards only arrive at the beach after 08h00, but bystanders went quickly to 
the swimmer’s assistance and brought him to shore.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Lieutenant-colonel Neyff Souza of the Fire Department believed that 
the attack involved a tiger shark or a bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas. He based his 
conclusion on several factors including the proximity of the muddy water at the mouth of the 
river (Rio Jaboatão). 
 
SOURCES: Instituto de Pesca, http://www.pesca.sp.gov.br/noticia.php?id_not=110; JC, 
March 1, 2004 edition. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Paulo Mariano Lopes, Global Shark Accident File  
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