
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / Free Diving. 
CASE: GSAF 2004.02.16 
DATE: Wednesday February 16, 2004 
LOCATION: the incident took place off at Fido’s Reef, about 300 metres east of Cook 
Island, off Fingal, New South Wales, Australia.  
 
NAME: Mark Bryant 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 31-year-old male from Currumbin Waters on the Gold Coast. He 
was wearing a weight belt. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 23% of the Moon was illuminated. Third Quarter, 
February 14, 2004. New Moon, February 20, 2004. 
ENVIRONMENT: Fido Reef is a huge expanse of reef with many dive sites including drift 
dives. The reef was named for the 1433-ton single screw steamship Fido which wrecked 
there on July 19, 1907. On the day of the accident, the reef was “teeming” with tiger sharks 
SEA CONDITIONS: The current was strong in the area where Bryant was last seen alive. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 18 metres 
TIME: 11h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Bryant had been spearfishing with two friends off a support boat since 06h00. 
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He made a final dive alone, but failed to surface.  
 
An air and sea search involving the Point Danger Volunteer Marine Rescue, Westpac 
lifesaver helicopter and private divers failed to find any trace of the man but searchers 
spotted several large tiger sharks in the area, leading to speculation the bleeding fish may 
have attracted a shark. Next day police were unable to resume the sear due to poor 
weather conditions, a35-knot southeasterly wind  and a five- to six-knot southerly current.  
 
INJURY: Fatal.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Police believe Bryant may have been taken by a shark because 
several large tiger sharks were sighted in the area. The missing man's spear gun was 
retrieved with a fish on it leading to speculation the bleeding fish may have attracted a 
shark. It is also possible that the diver hyperventilated, suffered shallow water blackout, 
lost consciousness and drowned, and his body drifted beyond the area searched by the 
police. 
 
Bryant’s body was spotted by two surfers and recovered off Tallows Beach at 16h30 on 
March 1. It is not known if cause of death was ever determined. 
 
SOURCES: Sunday Territorian, Sunday February 22,  2004, page 9 
http://www.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,4057,8707397%255E26462,00.html 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Dr. Terry Peake, Shark Research Institute, Western Australia 
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