
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2004.01.21.b 
DATE:  Wednesday January 21, 2004 
LOCATION:  The incident took place at Playa Colorada 
Beach, Mochima National Park, only 200 metres west of 
Santa Cruz Beach in Mochima National Park. Mochima 
National Park consists of more than 30 islands and 
mainland beaches and is located in Sucre  Province, 
Venezuela.  
 
NAME:  Stefan Moeller 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer is a tourist from Germany. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility was “very good.”  
MOON PHASE: New Moon, January 21, 2004 
ENVIRONMENT: According to fishermen, shoals of sharks 
were in the area but it went unreported for fear of driving 
tourism away. Many dolphins were in the area. Some 
fishermen, trying to catch sea bass, caught a small mako 
shark instead. (Fishermen usually spare such animals, but it was caught in a fishing line set 
overnight and when found in the morning it was already dead.)  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres 
TIME: 14h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Moeller was swimming when the shark bit him. He was rescued by a local 
fisherman who harpooned the shark.  
 
INJURY: The swimmer’s lower back and hand were bitten. 
 
TREATMENT: He was in stable condition in a Puerto La Cruz clinic. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The 1.65 metre bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas, was speared by the 
rescuer, but the shark escaped. Other fishermen later caught and killed it (see page 2 of 
this report). 
 
COMMENT: The week prior to this incident a 12-ton, 46-foot Bryde’s whale washed up near 
a beach called Choroni, about 250 kilometers west of Santa Cruz beach. According to 
reports, the whale's tail was fractured, most likely by a large vessel. By the time the carcass 
drifted ashore and local fisherman called the authorities, the whale had been decomposing 
for about seven days. The local university and the fishermen of the area have decided to let 
the carcass disintegrate, and then take the skeleton to the university. It is not known if 
sharks fed on the whale before it drifted ashore or are feeding on the carcass at present. 
The sex and age of the whale has not been determined due to its state of decomposition. 
Apparently nearby beaches have been closed due to the decomposing whale and the 
pollution it is creating. It is also feared that the whale carcass will attract sharks to the 
beach. 
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Playa Colorada Beach 



CASE INVESTIGATOR: Daniel Ramierez, GSAF 
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The bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas, involved in this incident. 


