
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE GSAF 2004.01.21.a 
DATE: Wednesday January 21, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place 250 
km from Caracas at Santa Cruz Beach, 
Mochima National Park, Sucre Province 
(or Anzoategui Province), Venezuela. 
Mochima National Park consists of more 
than 30 islands and mainland beaches. 
10º11.5'N, 64º41.5'W 
 
NAME: Alside Raphael Morales Gonzalez 
DESCRIPTION: The diver is a 40-year-old 
male, 5'9" in height and weighs 135 
pounds. He was wearing a face mask 
(clear with blue lining), grey track suit pants, black shirt, blue/black swim fins, and carrying a 
speargun, a “Calibur 75” brand that was silver with a black handle. He had no injuries prior 
to the incident 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny and the air temperature was 29ºC. There was a light five 
kph easterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, January 21, 2004 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was blue but somewhat murky. Underwater visibility was 16 
to 20 feet, “very good” for the area. The sea surface was calm and the water temperature 
was 15º to 20ºC. The current was running east to west.  
ENVIRONMENT: According to fishermen, shoals of sharks were in the area but it went 
unreported for fear of driving tourists away. Many dolphins were in the area. Some 
fishermen, trying to catch sea bass, caught a small mako shark instead. (Fishermen usually 
spare such animals, but it was caught in a fishing line set overnight and when found in the 
morning it was already dead.) The incident took place off a sand spit, and about 100 yards 
from a two-foot deep channel. Sardines were being caught nearby. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 40 feet 
DISTANCE FROM ROCKS OR PIER: 15 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight feet 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Nobody was on the beach or the water; the diver was freediving alone, facing 
shoreward at a coral wall. He had shot two tuna and two other fish (species unrecorded) 
and placed them on a float. Alside was searching for a sea bass that had taken refuge in 
the coral when he felt a shark pain in his leg.He turned around and stabbed the shark, 
wounding it in the head. The shark released his leg and swam away. 
 
INJURY: The diver sustained lacerations to his right medial ankle and calf 
 
TREATMENT: He was treated by Dr. Roberto Zavaya (Telephone: 281-265-2841) at Guara 
Guao hospital (Las Garzas) (Telephone: 281-265-1766) in the eastern city of Puerto La 
Cruz. X-rays were taken, but no tooth fragments were seen.  
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SPECIES INVOLVED: 130 kg bull shark, Carcharhinus leucas. In an interview with GSAF 
case investigator, Alside said that he believed the shark was sick. “In 30-odd years I have 
never been attacked, specially by such a small shark. My fish were nearby and untouched. 
Something was wrong. There was also nothing in the shark’s stomach.” 

COMMENT: Last week, a 12-ton, 46-foot Bryde’s whale, Balaenoptera edeni, washed up 
near a beach called Choroni, about 250 kms kilometers west of Santa Cruz beach. 
According to reports, the whale's tail was fractured, most likely by a large vessel. By the 
time the whale washed ashore and local fisherman called the authorities, the whale had 
been decomposing for about seven days. The local university and the fishermen of  
the area have decided to let it decompose completely and then take the skeleton to the  
university. It is not known if sharks fed on the whale before it drifted ashore or are feeding 
on the carcass at present. The sex and age of the whale has not been determined due to its 
state of decomposition. Apparently nearby beaches have been closed due to the 
decomposing whale and the pollution it is creating. It is also feared that the whale carcass 
will attract sharks to the beach. 

 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Daniel Ramierez, GSAF 
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Location of Santa Cruz Beach and adjacent Playa Colorada Beach in Mochima National Park.  

© Global Shark Accident File, 2004. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


