
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2003.06.24.a 
DATE: Tuesday June 24, 2003 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean at 
Makua Beach on the Waianae Coast, Oahu, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: John Marrack 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer is a 60-year-old retired CPA from 
Manoa, Oahu. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, June 29, 2003 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 30 to 50 feet 
TIME: 08h00 
 
NARRATIVE: John Marrack and his wife, Stephanie, were with a group of six other people 
swimming among a pod of 30 to 40 spinner dolphins. "I was under water and I was watching 
(the dolphins). They were way down underneath me, just gliding along and all of a sudden 
they took off like rockets. It was an amazing sight, and then something grabbed my foot, a 
little tug, squeezed it, pulled it and then let go. I felt, like, sharp pricks, but it wasn't painful," 
he said. "Then I looked around underneath and ... I saw this big, silvery animal down there." 
Although he knew he was hurt, his primary concern was for his wife's safety. "My job was to 
keep between her and the shark," he said. 
 
The couple began to swim to shore when John Marrack realized the extent of 
his wounds. "I saw a flap of skin floating around," he said. "There was a boat nearby about 
60 feet away, so I asked them for help." 
 
INJURY: Lacerations to the dorsal surface of the right foot and his ankle was fractured. 
 
FIRST AID: Victor Lozano of Dolphin Excursions Hawaii was about 60 feet from the 
swimmer when the incident took place. He hauled Marrack aboard his 33-foot rigid inflatable 
boat, Naia 1. "Once I had him in the boat I elevated his leg. His right ankle was pretty bit 
up," said Lozano. "You could see it was a bite and a release. They were good-sized tooth 
marks  an inch to in excess of an inch. I administered first aid and stopped the bleeding." 
 
TREATMENT: The swimmer was taken to the Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Clinic 
where an orthopedic surgeon repaired the wound, and he was released. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. According to the swimmer, the shark was about 10 to 
12 feet in length. National Marine Fisheries Service researcher John Naughton said white 
sharks have been seen eating spinner dolphins along the Wai'anae coast. Shark researcher 
Gerald Carr, acting curator of Waikiki Aquarium said, "they do swim at a pretty good pace," 
but he believed that a dolphin would have to be sick or injured for a white shark to catch it. 
Others have suggested that the increasing number of Hawaiian monk seals in the Islands, 
particularly around Kaua'i and Ni'ihau, could provide a food source. There have been 
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John Marrack gets a hug  from family 
friend Amelia Bailey at his home in 
Manoa. Marrack was bitten by a shark as 
he swam with dolphins off Makua Beach 
on the day before his 61st birthday. 
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several sightings in recent years of white shark sightings around Ni'ihau. 
 
SOURCES: Honolulu Advertiser; Star Bulletin 
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