
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2003.06.19 
DATE: Thursday June 19, 2003 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place at the southern part of 
Masonboro Island, New Hanover 
County, North Carolina, USA. 
Latitude: 34.12528 
Longitude: 77.85833  
 
NAME: Chris White 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 33-
year-old male from Carolina Beach. 
He is an ultrasound/sonography 
technician at Cape Fear Hospital, and was struck by lightening in 1994. 
SURFBOARD: A nine-foot Bic longboard. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: There were strong winds. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, June 21, 2003 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Waist-deep 
TIME: Late afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: Chris White and Scott Hill took a sailboat to the island and surfed for several 
hours. White was testing Hill’s longboard when the incident took place. He came off a wave 
and jumped off the back of the board to avoid bottoming out, but failed to notice the sand 
shark. "I landed right on top of him, like I was trying to tackle him," White said. As White slid 
off the shark and stood up, the shark grabbed his left hand. He snatched his hand away, 
causing the flesh on the back of his hand to tear up to his knuckles, and then the shark 
swam away. 
 
INJURY: The shark bit through the nail of the surfer’s ring finger. Its teeth pierced a nerve 
between his thumb and index finger, lacerated the tissue on top of his middle finger and bit 
into the back of his hand. 
 
FIRST AID: Hill was 50 to 70 yards away and heard White scream and saw him motioning 
for assistance. As he approached White, he realized  that his hand  was injured. 
 
Hill used a surfboard leash as a tourniquet and helped White back into the sailboat.  A bag 
of his daughter's diapers caught Hill's eye, and he placed a sponge on top of Mr. White's 
hand and wrapped diapers around it, tying it with string. "That was the first thing I could 
think of to stop the bleeding," Hill said, adding that after the bleeding slowed they couldn't 
help but joke about the situation. "Once I realized I wasn't going to die and everything was 
intact, then we were joking about it," said White. "It was more like shark defense than a 
shark attack." 
  
TREATMENT: White is scheduled to have surgery Monday to repair the nerve damage that 
numbed his index finger. 
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SPECIES INVOLVED: “Sand shark” 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, GSAF 
 
SOURCE: www.newsobserver.com 
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South end of Masonboro Island 
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