
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2003.04.09 
DATE: Wednesday April 9, 2003 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean opposite 
3rd Avenue, Melbourne Beach, Brevard County, Florida, USA. 
28.1°N, 80.6°W  
 
NAME: Damien Share 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a well-known artist, popular among the 
surfing community. He painted the tiger shark at the top of this page after his encounter with 
the tiger shark. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: A storm had just passed, the sky was clearing and visibility was 10 miles. The 
air temperature was 79°F [26.1°C], dew point  66.9°F [19.4°C],  humidity 66%, sea level 
pressure 29.75 in [1007.2 hPa ], and wind direction was  WSW at 11.5 mph [18.5 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, April 9, 2003 
ENVIRONMENT: Shark/s were feeding on baitfish. 
TIME: After 19h00 
 
NARRATIVE: When Damien Share arrived at the beach, he saw a friend, Zack Bareford, 
out on the water. The two men rode a wave, then were paddling back out and talking, when 
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Damien Share with one of 
his paintings 
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there was a huge splash only a few feet in front of them, and the surfers realized a shark 
was feeding on fish. “That’s it we’re going in. That was too close for comfort,” said Zack.  
“We’re going to catch these next waves in” he said, and started paddling for the next wave.  
Share didn’t think that the shark would bite him, but he describes the impact of the bite “like 
a swift kick from a horse or a boot or a whack from a sturdy piece of lumber,” and told Zack 
he was hit and the surfers caught the next wave. Said Share, “A Godsend of a wave picks 
us up with a minimum of paddling. I ride on my belly in front of Zack while holding my arm 
up as high as I can.” The wave fizzled ten yards from shore and the two men paddled to the 
beach. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained lacerations to his left forearm. 
 
FIRST AID: “On the beach I look around for something to use as a 
compress and I see a brown towel loosely folded on the berm,” said 
Share. “I gently pick it up hoping that whosever towel it is didn’t 
have any valuables folded up in it. It makes a great compress, and I 
wrap it around my arm, holding it above my heart to stop and 
control blood loss. Across the street I arrange for Zack to fetch my 
shirt and pants off my bed and to check that my phone and wallet 
are still in the pockets. Todd Parker another old friend happened to 
be driving by and saw “something going on”, he gets me wrapped 
in his mex blanket and into his truck and on route to Holmes 
Regional Hospital.” 
 
TREATMENT: Doctor Wagner sutured the wound in the hospital 
ER. The surfer was give a tetanus booster, and a prescription for 
antibiotics and pain. He did not need to be admitted to the hospital. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Tiger shark 
 
REPORTED BY: Damien Share 

 


