
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2003.01.03 
DATE: Friday January 3, 2003 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at either Playa Marbella or nearby Playa 
Tamarindo, Guanacaste Province, Costa Rica. 
 
NAME: Ross Menking 
DESCRIPTION: He is a male from Tamarindo. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, January 2, 2003 
 
NARRATIVE: No details. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained lacerations to his 
right lower leg. 
 
TREATMENT: Physicians used 150 stitches to 
close the wounds on Menking’s leg.  
 
SPECIES: According to local sources, the incident 
involved a bull shark, seven feet in length. 
 
SOURCE: A.M. Costa Rica, Monday, July 21, 
2003, in Vol. 3, No. 142  

NOTE: On January 10, 2003, professional 
photographer John Lyman took the photos  at right 
of Menking and his injury, and entered them in a 
photo contest. The photo of the surfer showing off 
his wound won in Spot News category of the 
contest. Lyman worked for Surfer Magazine before 
moving to Playa Tamarindo with his partner, Dr. 
Cindee McCallister. He is currently staff photographer for Guanacaste's English language 
magazine, The Howler, and photographs surfing for visiting Americans. 
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Tamarindo hosts stop for national surf event 
Special to A.M. Costa Rica 

 
More than 100 surfers braved 
strong winds to compete in the 
Circuito Nacional de Surf in Playa 
Tamarindo over the weekend. 
 
Called Mohs Classic, the 
competition took advantage of 
"small but surfable waves from a 
swell that came from Hawaii," 
said Antonio Pilurzu, head of the 
Federacion Tico de Surf and the 
Circuito’s primary organizer.  
 
The fierce Papagayo winds 
arrived early this year forcing a 
two-hour break in the contest 
Saturday because organizers 
agreed "the waves were too 
closed out from the strong off-
shore wind."  
 
Despite these difficult conditions, 
Pilurzu credited the surfers with 
perseverance.  In addition, 
Tamarindo Beach brought a good 
turn out of supporters, which he 
credited to the increase in tourists 
visiting for the holidays. Surfers 
from all over Costa Rica, as well as Nicaragua, competed. 
 
It was a strong showing for Tamarindo as the hometown competitors took 1st place with Federico 
Pilurzu in Open, Giovanni Perini in Junior and Ross Menking in Longboard.  Jaco’s Lisbeth 
Vindas continued to dominate the Women’s category with her third consecutive win in the Circuito 
Nacional de Surf, having won in Esterillos and Negra in the previous two months. Known for her 
aggressive style, Ms. Vindas said: "I had a good time despite the small waves because I got to 
compete with some different girls in the finals that I don’t always get to see."  
 
Lying between Playa Manzanillo and Playa Ostional, the beautiful and picturesque town of 
Marbella is full of character and charm. The gorgeous Playa Marbella or Marbella beach with its 
stunning white sands and clear blue waters is within easy walking distance from town. The beach 
here is one of the best in the area for surfers, as it offers world class consistent surf breaks due to 
offshore winds. With these excellent conditions, it is no wonder that many local as well as foreign 
surfers come here on a regular basis. However, it should be noted that Playa Marbella is meant 
for the more experienced and skilled surfers, as the waves here can get pretty rough. The beach 
is normally quite quiet and is rarely crowded, making it ideal for the surfer who wishes to get away. 
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