
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2003.01.02 
DATE: Wednesday January 2, 
2003 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Indian Ocean at 
Sher inga Beach,  W estern 
Australia.  
33.84473ºS, 135.2323ºE  
 
NAME: Gabrielle Eason 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 
female. She lives the Elliston 
area. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, January 3, 2003 
ENVIRONMENT: Surfers in the Elliston area were concerned by recent sightings of large 
white sharks including one estimated to be 20 feet in length out at Waldegrave Island 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Gabrielle Eason was paddling her board out at the left break near the "Hot 
Spot" when she spotted a bronze whaler shark only a few feet away. She said the shark 
swam over in a relaxed manner and bit the front of her surfboard, then swam off, staying on 
the surface for several minutes. 
 
Mrs Eason’s yells were heard by a group of surfers at the Hot Spot but initially they thought 
she was shouting about the great set of waves that had just arrived. One of the surfers 
suggested she head straight back out again to get rid of any fear, but she said she didn't 
want to go back out again while the shark was still visible from the shore.  
 
INJURY: The surfer was not injured. 
 
EQUIPMENT DAMAGE: There were impressions of five teeth in the nose of the surfboard. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The surfer identified the shark as a bronze whaler about 2.5 metres 
[eight feet] in length. In an interview with the press, Eason said that she was thankful the 
shark was a bronze whaler rather than a white shark, “It was like a poodle compared to a pit 
bull." 
 
REPORTED BY: Stan Gorton 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Terry Peake, Australasian Shark Attack File 
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