
ACTIVITY: SCUBA diving 
CASE: GSAF 2002.11.28.b 
DATE: Thursday November 28, 2002 
LOCATION: Pizion (Pisinun) Reef, 
Truk, Caroline Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia.  
7.5°N, 151.9°E  
 
NAME: Kevin 
DESCRIPTION: Adult male 
SUPPORT BOAT: Truk Odyssey, a 
130-foot liveaboard dive boat. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: “It was a bright sunny day.”  
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, 
November 28, 2002 
SEA CONDITIONS: “The sea was 
calm, the reef was very pretty with the 
seas breaking gently on it.” 
ENVIRONMENT: “Large coral heads in 
the shallows. Sharks along the outer 
fringing reef wall. On entering the water, 
the divers were quickly surrounded by 
small blacktip sharks, as this is the 
place that we’ll do our shark feeding 
dive and the sharks are used to a free 
lunch, hopefully not us!” 
DEPTH OF WATER: The dive sites on 
Pizion Reef range from 15 feet to more 
than 200 feet, but the incident took place 
at a depth of 60 feet. 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: “The first dive of the day was for 48 minutes on the wreck of the Hoki Maru 
which lies upright on the sand between 100' and 140'. Then the Odyssey motored 1.5 hours 
to a mooring on Pizion Reef, the outer fringing reef, for a 1:08 hour dive at 83'.  
 

“After lunch the guys chum up the water and we all suit up and jump in the water together. 
Lenny leads the way over to a rocky cut in the reef to which he has attached a pulley with a 
wire running through it. We gather round and sit in a circle. He attaches a lift bag and 
shoots it to bring down a large chunk of frozen tuna bait. I sit a few feet away front and 
center camera in hand. 
 

“When the bait comes down a huge pack of sharks attack it and each other. Rolling around 
they zoom in and out, black tips, grey reef and a few large silvertips. One shark tears off the 
bait and makes off with it and the rest follow. Huge schools of sweet lips and fusiliers also 
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Shark bite on Kevin’s right calf 
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gather to eat the tidbits that soon cloud the water. 
 
“Lenny waits for the water to clear and repeats the feeding. I shoot some in available light 
as well as with the strobes (but leave on the diffusers which make the shots mostly too dark, 
only a couple come out). One shark grabs the tail of the bait and high over us the sun is 
nearly blotted out with the dark shapes of sharks and fish. 
 
“I continue to shoot sharks and people and the swim out over the reef edge to about 80'. 
Afterwards we swim up into the shallows and enjoy all the small stuff, including a baby leaf 
fish and baby triggers. 
 
“Later I find out that Kevin, who dives in shorts was sitting with his calves exposed and had 
a blacktip slightly nip him. He said it just sort of mouthed him and he kicked it away. But he 
has the million dollar wound to take home, just a small cut thankfully.” ...Jack Connick 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a blacktip shark. 
 
REPORTED BY: Jack Connick 
http://homepage.mac.com/jack_connick/UW_Photos/truk_day4.html 
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