
ACTIVITY: Shark fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2002.07.09.b 
DATE: Tuesday July 9, 2002 
LOCATION: The accident took place  
in the Atlantic Ocean east of Poor 
Man's Canyon. 
 

NAME: Billy Verbanas 
DESCRIPTION: The fisherman was a 
41-year-old male from Delaware. He 
was a legendary shark fisherman who 
held records for mako, thresher and 
blue shark catches. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a dark moonless night and the wind was 
kicking up. 
SEA CONDITIONS: There were rising swells. 
ENVIRONMENT: A 400-pound, highly agitated mako shark 
was at the end of a wire fishing line. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 miles 
TIME: Shortly after midnight. 
 

NARRATIVE: They'd fought the mako shark for almost an 
hour. It would be their keeper of the day. Verbanas was 
helping chief mate Chris Greigg, wrestle the shark in. 
Verbanas had coiled some of the wire leader line around his 
right hand. Suddenly, the shark shook its head and jerked 
the line, and Verbanas was over the side and gone. He 
never uttered a word, Greigg said. "He didn't have time."     
 

After about 90 seconds, Verbanas surfaced, hollering, and 
was hauled back onboard. He lost consciousness as the 
boat was returning to port and was dead by the time it 
docked. 
 

INJURY: Fatal. The shark never bit the fisherman; his death 
was apparently due to secondary drowning, chemical and 
biological changes in the lungs resulting from the near 
drowning. 
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a 400-pound 
mako shark. 
 

NOTE: This incident is not a shark attack. Had shark and 
man ever made contact, it would be considered a provoked 
incident because it involved a hooked shark. Instead, it is 
simply a tragic accident. 
 

SOURCE: Michael E. Ruane, Washington Post. 
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Verbanas and a 975-lb mako 


