
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2002.06.11.a 
DATE: Tuesday June 101, 2002 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean just 
south of the St. John’s County Pier in St. Augustine Beach, St. 
John’s County, Florida, USA. 
29.8°N, 81.3°W  
 
NAME: Jason Smith 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 28-year-old male, is from Ormond 
Beach. He was using a 6'10" surfboard. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 12h55, St. Augustine recorded mostly cloudy skies 
and visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was 82.4°F [28°C], 
dew point 73.4°F [23°C], humidity 74%, sea level pressure 30.02 
inches [1016.5 hPa], and wind direction was ENE at 15mph [24.1 
km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, June 10, 2002. 
ENVIRONMENT: The surfer reported that fishermen on the pier had 
tossed chum into the sea to attract fish and currents pushed the 
chum towards him. Chum-fishing is not allowed at the pier. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Eight feet 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Someone shouted “shark”, and Smith heard a 
“kaploosh” about 30 feet away. “By the time I turned around to paddle, he was already on 
me,” said Smith. The shark grabbed the surfer’s right hand, almost dragging him off his 
board. “I jabbed him in the face with my board, and he let go,” said the surfer. Smith belly-
rode a wave to shore and wrapped a towel around his hand. 
 
INJURY: Tendons in the surfer’s hand were torn and three fingers were lacerated. A tooth  
from the shark was embedded in his pinky finger. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was initially taken by private vehicle to Flagler Hospital for 
treatment but ended up at Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville where his injury was 
surgically repaired. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to the surfer, the shark was longer than his board.  
 
SOURCES: Ken Lewis, St. Augustine Record; Orlando Sentinel,  June 12, 2002, page  B.5 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2002. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


