
ACTIVITY: Sitting on his surfboard 
CASE: GSAF 2002.06.09.b 
DATE: Sunday June 9, 2002 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean south of Ponce Inlet, New Smyrna 
Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
29.1°N, 81.0°W 
  
NAME: Craig R. Taylor  
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 50-year-old white 
male from Orlando, Florida. He was wearing dark 
swim trunks. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 29% of the 
moon’s visible disk illuminated. New Moon, June 
10, 2002. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was 
82ºF. Mean high tide was at 07h44, mean low tide 
was at 14h17. The sea was murky and the water 
was rough with some clean surf.  
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place about a half-mile south of the jetty where there 
was fishing activity. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 75 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five feet 
TIME: 10h40 
 
NARRATIVE: No one was within 50 feet of Craig Taylor. He was sitting on his surfboard 
with both feet dangling in the water when he felt a sensation that he described as dull and 
sharp at the same time. He saw something swimming away, though he couldn't identify it. 
He swam into shore and asked lifeguards for assistance.  
 
INJURY: The surfer’s right foot and toes were lacerated. The injury was about six inches 
long, with a "double row of gashes and deep cuts”. 
 
FIRST AID: Initially, the Volusia County lifeguards who bandaged the surfer’s foot said the  
bite could have been left by a bluefish. "We're not experts on bites," Beach Patrol Capt. Rob 
Horster said. "I bandage them up and ship them off." 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was taken to Bert Fish Medical Center, where his injury received 
further treatment and then he was released. Spokeswoman Cathy Vaughn said hospital 
officials changed the diagnosis from bluefish to shark bite. Bluefish bites generally are a U-
shaped and about three inches in length. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
SOURCE: Sandra Pedicini, Orlando Sentinel, June 13, 2002 edition, page B1 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn, Global Shark Accident File 
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