
ACTIVITY: Swimming / boogie boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2002.03.19 
DATE: Tuesday March 19, 2002 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean opposite the lifeguard stand (2000 
block) at Daytona Beach Shores, Volusia County, 
Florida, USA. 
29.2°N, 81.0°W  
 
NAME: John Sadler 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 20-year-old male from 
Ocee, a student visiting Daytona Beach on spring 
break from Valencia Community College in 
Orlando. He was wearing knee-length blue swim 
trunks. He was not wearing a shirt, footwear or 
jewelry. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h53, Daytona Beach recorded scattered clouds and 10-mile visibility. The 
air temperature was 79°F [26.1°C], dew point 64°F [17.8°C], humidity 60%, sea level 
pressure 30.11 inches [1019.6 hPa], and wind direction was East at 10.4 mph [16.7 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 25% of the Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. New 
Moon, March 15, 2002. First Quarter, March 22, 2002.  
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky. 
ENVIRONMENT: Some 100 yards to the south of the incident site, fishermen were cutting 
up bluefish to use as bait. Lifeguards also said that this incident may be related to the 
change in Florida's weather; as water temperature increases, sharks often come closer to 
shore to feed on bait fish. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Three feet 
TIME: 15h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Three people were within 10 feet of Sadler when he saw a shadow below. "I 
was in the water looking at my buddy in the waves and the next thing you know the shark 
just came up and grabbed my foot," Sadler said. 
 
INJURY: There was a semi-circle of triangular puncture wound’s in the swimmer’s left foot 
extending from the heel to lateral ankle. “I'll probably need stitches on one of them," said 
Sadler. 
 
SPECIES: Sadler described the shark as four feet in length and grayish-white in color. 
 
SOURCE: Orlando Sentinel, March 20, 2002, page B2 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn, Global Shark Accident File 
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