
ACTIVITY: Snorkeling 
CASE: GSAF 2002.03.15.b 
DATE: Friday March 15, 2002 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Deerfield 
Beach near Boca Raton in Broward County, 
Florida, USA. 
26.3°N,80.1°W  
 
NAME: Robert Land 
DESCRIPTION: The snorkeler is a 39-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear, air temperature 
was 81ºF [27.2°C], and wind direction was SE at 
13.8 mph [22.2 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, March 13, 2002. 
ENVIRONMENT: According to Land, he was swimming above a school of fish when the 
incident took place. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 yards 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: Land was hunting for sand dollars when the shark clamped onto his arm. He 
said he spent about five minutes struggling in the water, trying to breathe while wrestling 
with the shark to keep it on the surface. Nearby boaters noticed his distress, and came over 
to help, and brought the diver  with the shark attached to his arm  on board. Even when 
both were on the boat's deck, the shark refused to release its grip, so the boaters slit the 
shark’s belly but the shark didn’t release its grip on the snorkeler’s arm.  
 
INJURY: The snorkeler’s left arm was riddled with marks made by the bony plates in the 
shark’s mouth. 
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Deerfield Beach Fishing Pier : Photo taken from the Goodyear Blimp 
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FIRST AID / TREATMENT: With the shark still dangling from Land's arm, the boaters 
raced to the nearby docks at the Boca Raton Beach Club, 900 South Ocean Boulevard, 
where Boca Raton Fire-Rescue workers were waiting. Paramedics pried the shark's jaws 
open with wood planks and pieces of metal. They gave Land nitrous oxide to ease the 
pain, but he said he never lost consciousness. The injury was minor, apparently his 
concern afterwards was infection. Land was taken to Boca Raton Community Hospital, 
where he was treated and released 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a nurse shark, three feet in length. 
 
SOURCE: ezboard.com 
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