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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2002.01.30.b 
DATE: Wednesday January 30, 2002 
LOCATION: The incident took place at a 
surfing spot just north of the spit near 
Fingal Island, New South Wales, Australia.  
 
NAME: Andrew Cribb 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 20-year-old 
male from Nelson Bay. He is a lifeguard at 
One Mile Beach. He was wearing green 
and black board shorts.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature was 
25ºC. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 29, 2002 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was approximately 22ºC, and the water 
was clear with +10-metre visibility. 
ENVIRONMENT: Cribb did not observe any unusual fish activity, but noted that there was a 
dog swimming along the shore about 400 m down the beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: One to three metres. 
TIME: 20h45 [8:45 pm], at sunset. Cribb later said the incident took place at 19h00. 
 
NARRATIVE: Six surfers were in the water when the incident took place. “I was between 
two guys, but for some reason he picked me and not them,” said Cribb. “At first I thought it 
was a dolphin but the second time it came at me I knew it was a shark. He just dragged me 
under and starting chomping…I thought I was okay while I could see him because I knew 
where to kick but there was so much white water churned up that I lost sight of him, and 
that's when I thought I was in trouble. It all happened so fast; I can't believe I got away with 
it.” Cribb's mates estimate that he underwater for at least 15 seconds before the shark lost 
interest and swam away.  
 
Cribb jumped on his overturned board and paddled to shore, the upturned fins digging into 
his legs. “I just caught the biggest wave I could and got to shore,” he said.  
 
INJURY:  According to one press report, the surfer suffered “internal bruising and cuts.” 
 
SURFBOARD DAMAGE: Cribb's board did not fare well but he is not going to repair it. “It's 
going to be mounted now; I'll keep it for memories,’' said Cribb.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: It was initially thought the incident involved a tiger shark, Galeocerdo 
cuvier, three metres in length. “He was big; his jaws would have been at least 30-
centimetres-wide and his head was massive,” reported Cribb. According to a report filed by 
Cribb with SharkAttackSurvivors.com, fisheries department scientists concluded the incident 
involved a bull shark, 11 feet in length. 
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