
ACTIVITY: Snorkeling 
CASE: GSAF 2001.10.02 
DATE: Tuesday October 2, 2001  
LOCATION: The accident took place in the 
Coral Sea off Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: Katherine Jones 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 20-year-old female, 
1.62cm tall and weighed 51kg. She was 
wearing plain stud earrings, a navy bikini, 
blue mask, flippers, and had an underwater 
camera strapped to her wrist. She had no 
injuries prior to the accident and was not menstruating. 
SUPPORT BOAT: The 33-metre white-hulled Elizabeth E 11, a fully-crewed Norman 
Wright-built vessel that caters for up to 26 guests in 12 ensuite cabins. It operates out of 
the Mackay region.   
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was blue, clear and calm. 
ENVIRONMENT: Shallow reefs. Tuna may have been present, but there was no fishing 
activity in the area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 miles 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 50-100metre 
DEPTH OF WATER AT ACCIDENT SITE: Unknown, but Katherine was on the surface 
when she was bitten. 
TIME: 13h00 
 

NARRATIVE: Katherine had been in the water for 15 minutes. She was snorkeling with a 
friend and actively swimming from one area to another. She was within 10 feet of her friend 
when they were approached by two sharks. One shark approached her friend from the 
front, but the second shark appeared homed in on Katherine. “It was really focused on me 
and following me, it kept an exact distance and every time I moved a bit it would only move 
as much as me,” said Katherine. Suddenly the shark came at Katherine from behind, 
making a single, vigorous strike, grasping her arm and pushing her onto her back “From 
the boat the captain thought I had swum really fast from something,” she said. “[The shark] 
was just shaking me really hard.”  
 
Katherine pushed at the shark with her left hand and her right arm, which was in the shark’s 
mouth. The shark released her, spun around over her head and swam off. As the two girls 
called to the skipper and kicked their feet, the two sharks kept their distance in deeper 
water but continued to swim around them. The skipper sent over a rubber boat and 
retrieved the girls from the water. 
 
INJURY: Katherine sustained lacerations to her right forearm her from wrist to her elbow, 
but no tissue was lost. Her shoulder was also injured. “The shark came at my head and I 
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put my arm in front of my face. my shoulder was pushed into its socket pretty hard,” she 
said. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Katherine administered first aid to herself, and reports that she 
didn’t feel any pain for hours. However, they were well out to sea and it was six days before 
her injury was treated in a hospital; she had to travel by boat to shore, and then by car to a 
hospital. 
  
SPECIES: Katherine was unable to positively identify the species of shark. “It was about 
my size [1.62cm] . . . I think a bronze whaler — definitely not a white or blacktip reef shark 
— possibly a lemon shark.” Although a tooth fragment was found in her arm, the 
whereabouts of it are unknown. 
 
REPORTED BY: Katherine Jones 
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