
ACTIVITY: Technical Diving 
CASE: GSAF 2001.09.16 
DATE: Sunday September 16, 2001 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean on the wreck of the Ronald 
B. Johnson, off Pompano Beach, Broward 
County, Florida, USA.    
Latitude 26 13.863N 
Longitude 080 03.432W  
 
NAME: Eric Reichardt 
DESCRIPTION: The diver was a 42-year-
old male from Juno, Florida. He was a 
technical diver and was using a rebreather. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 13h53 [1:53 pm], the weather station at Pompano Beach recorded scattered 
clouds and visibility of 10 miles [16.1 km]. The air temperature was 82°F [27.8°C], dew point 
73°F [22.8°C], humidity 74%, sea level pressure 29.97 inches [1014.9 hPa], and wind 
direction was East at 9.2 mph [14.8 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 1% of the Moon was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: There was a strong current on the wreck and visibility was poor. 
ENVIRONMENT: On May 18, 1986, a 130-foot US Army dredge, the Corey N. Chris, was 
sunk in 260 feet of water as part of the Broward County artificial reef program. Then, on 
May 15, 1988, a 226-foot freighter, the Ronald B. Johnson, was sunk as part of the same 
program. The Johnson landed atop the Corey N Chris and perpendicular to it. The wrecks 
sit upright in 240-260 feet of water and are usually dived on trimix.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Two miles 
TIME: After 13h20 
 
NARRATIVE: Reichardt and Michael Pizzio were diving the wreck of the Ronald B. 
Johnson. On a previous dive Reichardt, an avid aquarist, had seen a fish on the wreck that 
he wanted to catch on this dive and add to his collection . 
 

The two men descended to the seafloor. Pizzio checked his compass and began swimming 
toward the wreck. He looked up and saw Reichardt 30 feet away. When he reached the 
wreck, Pizzio couldn't find Reichardt. He did a search of the wreck and then surfaced, 
thinking Reichardt might have run into difficulties and need his help. 
 

When the divers realized Reichardt had failed to surface, Pizzio and the two other men on 
the boat organized a search, calling in the Coast Guard and pleasure boats in the area, and 
scouring the surface for the missing diver. The next day, Pizzio and several other divers 
conducted an unsuccessful search for his body on the wreck. Three days later the missing 
diver’s body was found by the charter fishing boat Offsides. 
 
INJURY: In the autopsy report, the Broward County Medical Examiner's Office noted 
bruises on the diver’s left arm and back, bleeding from his left thigh, the amputation of his 
right arm and leg, and puncture marks on his face and torso. The autopsy also found water 
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in the lungs. In his opinion released in December, the medical examiner classified the death 
as an accidental drowning. The injuries on the diver’s face, torso and arm and right leg 
appeared to be caused by marine organisms after the diver died. But bruises do not occur 
post mortem, which suggests that a shark might have bitten the diver and the event led to 
his drowning. Dr. Joshua Perper, the Broward County medical examiner, concedes it is 
possible that the diver’s death was precipitated by a shark bite, but that the evidence wasn’t 
conclusive, and the case would not be reclassified as a shark attack. 
 
SOURCE: David Fleshler, Sun-Sentinel, April 9, 2002; et al. 
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