
ACTIVITY: Walking 
CASE: GSAF 2001.09.07.b 
DATE: Friday September 7, 2001 
LOCATION: Key Biscayne, Miami-Dade 
County, Florida, USA. 
25.7°N, 80.2°W  
 
NAME: Patrick Homer 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 13-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 18h56, Miami recorded 
mostly cloudy skies and visibility of 10 
miles. The air temperature was 80.1°F 
[26.7°C], dew point 75°F [23.9°C], humidity 
85%, sea level pressure 29.96 inches 
[1014.6 hPa], and no wind. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, September 
10, 2001 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky 
DEPTH OF WATER: Four feet 
TIME: 18h40 
 
NARRATIVE: Patrick was not initially 
concerned when he saw the small shark as 
he walked on his way to his tree fort out on 
the flats near his home on Sunset Circle. “I 
thought ‘just a shark, probably won't bug 
me,’” said Patrick. “I got nervous when it 
started following me.” 
 
When the shark was about three feet away, 
Patrick said he began to run. After a few minutes, he said he thought the shark had left, so 
he paused in the water. That's when the shark grabbed onto the lower part his left leg. “I felt 
teeth,” Patrick said. “It felt like a couple of needles.” The boy described the pain as worse 
than a finger prick: “It hurt a lot … I was yelling and screaming ‘help’. I couldn't shake it off.” 
Patrick said he collapsed into the water to gain leverage against the animal and then was 
able to hold the shark up. 
 
INJURY: His left leg was bitten 
  
FIRST AID: “Rescue responded and treated him at the scene for a small bite to the lower 
leg,” said Key Biscayne police officer Pely Perez. Perez also said the shark had left the 
scene by the time officers arrived. The boy’s mother, Jane Wasilewski, said she planned to 
take her son to a physician. 
 
SPECIES: Patrick estimated that the shark, a nurse shark, weighed 10 pounds and was 
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about two feet long, and says it held on to his leg for what seemed like 15 minutes.  
 
“Nurse sharks are generally docile and nothing like their more aggressive brethren,” said 
Eric Hovland, senior biologist at the Florida Aquarium in Tampa. “I've never heard of a fatal 
nurse shark attack. They're not the animals typically involved in shark attacks.” Nurse 
sharks have tiny teeth  a millimeter or two long at most — and use suction to pull food out 
of crevices. They're easy to find. It's simply not their nature to go after people.”  
 
SOURCE: Sara Olkon, Miami Herald, September 8, 2001 
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