
ACTIVITY: Wading 
CASE: GSAF 2001.09.02 
DATE: Sunday September 2, 2001 
(Labor Day Weekend) 
LOCATION: The incident took place  
in the Atlantic Ocean at Mayport 
Beach near Jacksonville, Duval 
County, Florida, USA. 
30.4°N, 81.4°W  
 
NAME: William Moseley 
DESCRIPTION: He is a Navy Airman  
from San Antonio, Texas. He has 
been stationed at the Mayport Naval 
Station for one month. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a hazy overcast day with 
six to seven-mile visibility, and late 
afternoon brought rain and thunderstorms. 
The air temperature during the afternoon 
ranged from 82.9º to 84.9ºF [28.3º to 
29.4ºC], dew point 75.9ºF [24.4ºC], humidity 
74% to 79%; sea level pressure dipped from 
30.00 inches to 29.95 inches [1015.9 hPa to 
1014.1hPa] and wind direction was East at 
10.4 mph [16.7 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, September 3, 
2002. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Knee-deep 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: Moseley was wading with 
several friends when the shark hit him from 
behind, knocking him off his feet. "It hit me, 
and I tried to get away from it," said 
Moseley, who has been stationed at the 
base for one month. "It took off. I didn't see 
it after it got me." 
 
INJURY: He sustained a deep wound four inches in diameter ton his right calf. 
 
FIRST AID: Moseley’s friends alerted a lifeguard, who then notified rescue personnel and 
he was taken to the hospital.  
 
TREATMENT: The patient was treated at Baptist Medical Center-Beaches and released 
later that night. 
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SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. The shark was thought to be about five feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: Orlando Sentinel, September 4, 2001, page 2; Florida Times-Union, September 
5, 2001 
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