
ACTIVITY: Swimming / Treading water 
CASE: GSAF 2001.08.04 
DATE: Saturday August 4, 2001 
LOCATION: The attack took place off 
Our Lucaya Golf and Beach Resort in 
Freeport, Grand Bahama Island, 
Bahamas. 
26.5°N, 78.7°W  
 
NAME: Krishna Thompson 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer is a 36-year-old 
male from Long Island, New York. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 10h00, Freeport recorded light 
rain and visibility of five miles. The air 
temperature was 75.2°F [24°C], dew point 75.2°F 
[24°C], humidity 100%, sea level pressure 30.03 
in [1016.8 hPa], and wind direction was NE at 
5.8 mph [9.3 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, August 4, 2001 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was choppy, and 
the water was murky and unusually cold. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 15 to 18 feet 
DEPTH: Five feet 
TIME: 10h20 
 
NARRATIVE: Thompson and his wife, Ave 
Maria, were celebrating their 10th wedding 
anniversary at Our Lucaya Beach Resort and 
had arrived there the day before the attack. 
Thompson had gone for a mid-morning swim 
without his wife when the shark bit his leg, pulling 
him below the surface of the water and shaking him. Thompson punched the shark, it 
released him, and he began swimming to shore. The lifeguards saw blood in the water and 
used a hand-to-hand rescue method to pull the swimmer onto the beach. 
 
INJURY: Most of the soft tissue of Thompson’s left calf was removed by the shark, severing 
nerves and arteries. He also sustained defense wounds on his hands. 
 
FIRST AID: Lifeguards used a towel to apply direct pressure to slow blood loss, then pulled 
a belt from the pants of another staff member to use as a tourniquet. Dr. Rolando Corral, a 
surgeon at the Rand Memorial Hospital, had been jogging down the beach and rendered 
first aid. He checked Thompson’s pulse and placed a ventilator on the swimmer from the 
resort’s medical kit. “The lifeguards worked in unison as a great team,” he said. “I was quite 
impressed by their speed and actions.” Thompson was taken by ambulance to Rand 
Memorial Hospital where he briefly went into cardiac arrest and received blood 
replacement. At 18h30, he was flown to the trauma center at Jackson Memorial Hospital in 
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Miami, Florida. 
 
The hotel officials immediately closed the beach, staking red flags across the beach to warn 
guests not to enter the water. Two hotel staff (concierge guest manager and front desk 
manager) traveled to Miami with the couple. 
 
TREATMENT: At Jackson Memorial hospital the patient’s left leg was surgically amputated 
above the knee. 
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. 
 

NOTE: The Thompsons retained attorney Johnnie Cochran to explore the possibility of a 
lawsuit for $25 million against Our Lucaya, alleging the hotel should have advised him that 
Unexso ran shark feeding dives at "Shark Junction" less than a mile from the Our Lucaya 
family beach. In the years since this attack, there have been a number of other instances in 
which swimmers were severely bitten by sharks which had previously been fed by tour 
operators in the vicinity. 
 
SOURCES: Orlando Sentinel, August 7, 2001, page D3; August 8, 2001, page D2. 
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Fighting for His Life, then Fighting for the Sharks 
 

Shark attack survivor visits Stony Brook University,  
films "Shark Week" segment for the Discovery Channel. 

 
Krishna Thompson is an advocate for the 
welfare of the world's shark population, working 
with governmental agencies to stop the practice 
of "shark finning" and raise awareness of the 
shark's position in the food chain as an apex 
predator. 
 
It's perhaps an unusual role, given the fact that 
Thompson – who works on Wall Street in the 
banking industry – lost his left leg when he was 
attacked by a shark in 2001 while vacationing in 
the Bahamas. But when the PEW  
Environmental Group approached him for help 
in their campaign against shark finning – the 
removal of a shark's fin, then returning the 
shark to the water, where it will soon die after 
its fin is removed – Thompson decided to help. 
 
On Monday, Thompson stood before a lecture 
hall full of marine science majors at Stony 
Brook University to share his story. His story 
was filmed by CBS/Discovery Channel to be 
aired during Shark Week later this year. 
"There's a lot of work. Isn't there always a lot of 
work to be done?" Thompson said. "I'm not 
doing this because of the shark. ... It's about 
our oceans. Our world. Our generations. That's 
important to me." 
 
According to the PEW Environmental Group, 
as many as 73 million sharks each year are 
killed by people, whereas an average of 65 
people per year are injured in shark attacks 
with only a handful of related deaths. 
 
"If a guy like Krishna can say 'save the sharks' 
then surely all of us who have never been 
bitten can get behind that," said Demian 
Chapman, an assistant professor in the School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences. 
 
Krishna's Story 
Thompson described the morning of his attack as an eerie day. "It was freezing," he said. "[The 
water] was murky. It was choppy." But he was on vacation, and he wanted to swim. As he was 
treading water, he saw a shark fin approaching. "I didn't expect to outrun a shark," Thompson 
said. "I thought I could just ease back and be OK." But the shark grabbed his left leg below his 
knee – he even heard the shark's teeth crack down on his leg – and it began to drag him out to 
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sea, shaking him violently and pulling him under the water. Thompson said he didn't know when 
he would be able to take his next breath. "The shark controlled my breathing. That's a scary 
feeling," he said. 
 
At one point, when the shark stopped shaking him, Thompson took a chance and reached down 
to punch the shark and try to push it off his leg. It worked; but he looked down and saw his bones 
exposed. All the skin, muscle, arteries were gone, and there was blood everywhere. He managed 
to do the breast stroke until he got to shallow water, then cried for help. Help came. 
 
Thompson went into cardiac arrest, and was eventually flown to a hospital in Miami, where 
doctors amputated his left leg. Today, he walks with a prosthetic leg. 
 
"When they look at me today, they say, 'Why's Krishna so happy?'" he said. "You know why I'm 
happy? Because I'm happy to be alive." 
 
SOURCE: Christine Sampson, Three Village Patch, http://threevillage.patch.com/articles/fighting-
for-his-life-then-fighting-for-the-sharks 
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