
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / Free Diving 
CASE: GSAF 2001.06.10.a 
DATE: Sunday June 10, 2001 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Salta Verde Point on the 
unpopulated windward side of Santa Catalina 
Island, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Bill McNair 
DESCRIPTION: The diver is a 52-year-old 
male, a podiatrist from Huntington Beach. 
SUPPORT BOAT: A 38-foot owned by Lyle 
Miller, McNair’s diving partner. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, June 13, 2001 
ENVIRONMENT: "White sharks have been residents [at Catalina] seasonally throughout 
history, long before Wrigley even arrived," said John McCosker, a marine biologist at the 
California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. "They visit all the offshore islands, 
particularly those that have large colonies of sea mammals." Catalina does not support a 
colony of elephant seals (the favorite prey of adult great whites), but it is home to much 
smaller harbor seals and a growing population of California sea lions, both of which are 
preyed upon by white sharks.  
 

In late spring and summer, gravid white sharks swim up submarine canyons to give birth in 
the near-shore areas of  the Channel Islands. At Catalina, this coincides with the start of the 
tourist season. More than a million people visit the island each year, many of them 
engaging in a variety of water sports.  
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 70 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: McNair dived to about 15 feet and took aim downward at a small yellowtail 
when he saw the shark rising from the depths “with the speed of a freight train.” His gun 
was already aimed in the direction of the shark, and he pulled the trigger, dropped the gun 
and kicked for the surface. Glancing over his shoulder, he saw the shark turn away with his 
six-foot spear protruding from its snout. When McNair reached the surface, Miller pulled him 
into the boat. 
 
INJURY: The diver was not injured. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to McNair, the incident involved a white shark, 
Carcharodon carcharias, eight to 10 feet [2.4 metres to 3 metres] in length with a girth of 
nearly four feet.  
 
NOTE: This is a provoked incident. The shark did not injure the diver; it made a threat 
display, and then the diver shot the shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier, Global Shark Accident File 
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