
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2001.04.13.b 
DATE: Friday April 13, 2001 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean near the 2700 block of North 
Atlantic Avenue, New Smyrna Beach, 
Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
29.0°N, 81.0°W  
 
NAME: Jonathan Bush 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 16-year-old 
male from Charleston, South Carolina. He 
was on spring break, getting one last ride 
before heading home. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 70% of 
the moon’s visible disk illuminated. Last 
Quarter, April 15, 2001. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was very 
murky with poor underwater visibility. 
ENVIRONMENT: Shoals of baitfish were in 
the area. 
TIME: 11h00  
 
NARRATIVE: "I got off my board and went into the water when something grabbed my foot, 
bit and then took off," said the surfer. "I never saw it." After Bush's bite, lifeguards ordered 
everyone out of the water for about an hour. 
 
INJURY: The surfer was bitten on his left foot and ankle. 
 
FIRST AID: Two Lake Mary teens (15-year-old Kayla Paulson and 17-year-old Kate 
Szczewinski) came to his aid and cleaned his wound until a friend took the injured surfer to 
the hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: He was treated at Bert Fish Medical Center in New Smyrna Beach. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident was thought to involve a juvenile blacktip or spinner 
shark, no more than four or five feet in length. The sharks are common in the area this time 
of year and feed on  schooling and spawning fish just south of the inlet. 
 
NOTE: This incident took place minutes after Andrew Barron was bitten by a shark at the 
same beach. 
 
SOURCES: Orlando Sentinel, April 14, 2001, page A.1; James Eager, scubaradio.com 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn 
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