
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2000.12.12 
DATE: Tuesday December 12, 2000 
LOCATION: The attack took place off the 
Garden Island Resort in northern Taveuni, Fiji. 
 
NAME: Michael Loxton 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 47-year-old male, the 
son of former Australian cricket legend Samuel 
Loxton. Michael had been living in Fiji for 16 
years. His wife, Salote Qoriniasi, who has never 
met her father-in-law, said her husband had 
been planning to visit his father to introduce his 
wife, but never quite got around to it. In a strange 
twist of fate, Sam Loxton’s wife drowned in the 
family swimming pool in Australia, just 15 
minutes before his son was killed by a shark 
2700 km away.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, December 11, 2000. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: According to FijiTV, 
Loxton moored his boat about 150 metres 
offshore and then dived into the water to swim to 
shore. But according to newspaper accounts, he 
was moored only 30 metres offshore.  
DEPTH: “Shallow water” 
TIME: 14h35 
 
NARRATIVE: Michael Loxton usually took his fiberglass boat out to deep water, moored it, 
and swam back to the beach. That afternoon, people saw him go out and 15 minutes later, 
he was seen floating in a bloody pool. He died before rescuers could bring him to shore. 
 
INJURY: Dr. Mohammed Ishaque, who examined the body, reported that the shark took the 
swimmer’s right leg and buttock. The injuries indicated the shark bit him more than once 
and that he had tried to fight off the shark. Death resulted within minutes from massive 
blood loss, said Dr. Ishaque.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: It was reported that the shark was about six metres in length. 
 
SOURCES: CBC Sports, Wednesday, December 13, 2000; Shailendra Singh, India Abroad 
News Service, December 14, 2000, et. al. 
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