
ACTIVITY: Surfing / wading 
CASE: GSAF 2000.08.13 
DATE:  Sunday August 13, 2000 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean off 22nd Avenue South, 
Jacksonville Beach, Duval County, Florida, USA. 
30.3°N, 81.8°W  
 
NAME: Jason Wuss 
DESCRIPTION:  He is a 27-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, August 15, 2000 
DEPTH OF WATER: Chest-deep 
TIME: 16h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Jason Wuss got off his surfboard 
and stepped on the ocean floor. He said he may 
have stepped directly on the shark. He felt an 
unusual "pressure" and tugging on his foot that 
didn't initially feel like a bite. "It was painful, but it 
was so quick," Jason said. "I picked my foot out of 
the water to see what had happened, to see if a 
crab had chomped down on it or something. 
There was blood all over, so I got out of the water quickly. " 
 
Jason is hesitant to speak out too much about his experience. 
"I don't want people to get hysterical about it," he said. "There's no need for more shark 
hunters to go out again and decimate the population. . . . I was in his natural environment, I 
disturbed him, and I got bitten for it. Accidents happen." 
 
INJURY: Minor lacerations on dorsum of right foot. 
  
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: He was taken by a private vehicle to Baptist Medical Center 
Beaches, where he was treated and released. 
 
SPECIES: Jason believes he was bitten by a small frightened  shark less than four feet in 
length that had been resting on the ocean floor, one of the young sharks that routinely patrol 
the shallows. 
. 
SOURCES:  Dana Treen, Florida Times-Union, 8/14/2000; http://jacksonville.com/tu-online/
stories/081400/met_3791356.html; Orlando Sentinel, 8/15/2000, page D3 
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