
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2000.07.04.a 
DATE: July 4, 2000 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Gulf of Mexico off 
Manatee Beach, Manatee 
County, Florida, USA 
 
NAME: Beverly Comstock  
DESCRIPTION: The diver is a 
55-year-old female from East 
Manatee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing 
Crescent, 11% of the moon’s 
visible disk was illuminated. 
New Moon, July 1, 2000. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 
Three miles. 
DEPTH OF WATER: The 
incident took place at a depth of 
30 feet. 
TIME: “Shortly before noon” 
 
N A R R A T I V E :  B e v e r l y 
Comstock and 51-year-old Bob 
McGarry were diving on an 
artificial reef, a jumble of six to 
eight foot piles of concrete and 
steel. McGarry was spearfishing 
and Comstock, who also had a speargun, was helping him bag fish in a mesh sack that was 
tied on a line to him. They were about to finish up their second dive when McGarry speared 
a large, feisty grouper. "He was going berserk and I had to use both hands to grab his gills 
to get hold of him," McGarry recalled. "When I brought the fish over to the bag, Beverly 
opened it, I put the fish in and drew the string. I turned around to go get the spear and the 
bag must've went past her leg and the shark came in." The nurse shark struck from behind, 
clamping onto the back of Comstock's right leg just below the calf for a few seconds. 
 
McGarry and Comstock returned to the boat, raced to shore and then to the Blake Medical 
Center emergency room. "She kept her cool the whole time," McGarry said.  
 
INJURY: The wound was a quarter-inch deep and between three and four inches in 
diameter in her right leg just below the calf. 
 
TREATMENT: Unknown, but the wound required plastic surgery and recuperation was six 
weeks. 
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SPECIES: A 1.2 metre  [4'] nurse shark. Bob Heuter of Mote Marine Lab commented on 
this incident: “They were collecting and putting the speared, bloody, struggling fish in a 
mesh bag. What you're doing is ringing the dinner bell for predators. The shark is following 
the scent of the fish, goes for it but misses it, gets her leg instead and sucks onto it. Then 
he realized this isn't right, pulled off and the skin came with it." 
 

SOURCE: Vin Mannix, Bradenton Herald, August 3, 2000, page 1  
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