
ACTIVITY: Boogie-boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2000.03.26 
DATE: Sunday March 26, 2000 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean near Marcinski 
Road, Juno Beach, Palm Beach 
County, Florida, USA. 
26.9°N, 80.1°W  
 
NAME: Heather van Olst 
DESCRIPTION: The boogie-boarder is 
a  1 4 - y e a r - o l d  f e m a l e  f r o m 
Loxahatchee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 64% of the moon’s visible disk was illuminated.  
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place about 150 feet north of the Juno Beach fishing 
pier. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 yards 
TIME: 11h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Heather was in the water with friends and family when a shark grabbed her 
leg and pulled her halfway off of the board. ''When [the shark] bit me, it didn't hurt, so I 
thought someone grabbed my leg to scare me,'' she said. Then she saw the shark on her 
leg, she kicked out, and the shark swam away.  ''I couldn't paddle, so my stepbrother and 
his friend got on each side of me with their boogie boards and pulled me back to shore.'' 
 
INJURY: Her right leg was bitten below the knee. 
 
TREATMENT: First Aid was administered by Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue paramedics 
and county lifeguards.  Then the girl was transported to Jupiter Medical Center where it took 
four hours and 400 stitches to repair the injury, and she was released. Doctors believe she 
will make a full recovery. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident was thought to involve a six-foot shark, either a bull 
shark, blacktip shark, or a spinner shark. 
 
SOURCE: Jupiter Courier, March 29, 2000 
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Heather Van Olst, showing an image of her leg after she was bitten by a shark 
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