
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1999.12.06 
DATE: Monday December 6, 1999  
LOCATION: The incident took place well 
inside Guanabara Bay under the pillars of 
the Rio-Niterói bridge, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 
 
NAME: Frederico Nóbrega (aka Derico)  
DESCRIPTION: The diver was wearing a 5 
mm wetsuit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, December 7, 
1999. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky and polluted. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place in a polluted bay. 
TIME: 15h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The diver was spearfishing with two friends when he was injured. 
 
INJURY: The diver’s lateral right thigh was bitten, the fish’s teeth penetrated both his 
wetsuit and skin.  
 
MEDICAL TREATMENT: Unknown 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Otto Bismark Gadig, the incident probably involved a 
small shark of the genus Carcharhinus: C. brevipinna or C. limbatus. The estimated size of 
the shark is 1.3 to 1.6 metres. However, the spearfishing community believes the diver was 
bitten by a cutlassfish, Trichiurus lepturus. 
 
REPORTED BY: Luiz Antonio Pereira   
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It happened December 6th, when Frederico Nóbrega (aka Derico) was taking his first dive of a 
spearfishing sortie with two friends. The ‘attack’ took place well inside Guanabara Bay under the 
pillars of the Rio-Niterói bridge. The place is well known for its murky and somewhat polluted 
waters. Reportedly, the fish bit his right thigh flank and let go. The teeth perforated the 5mm suit 
and the skin. There was no ripping of any kind, just a bite. Nobody saw the culprit. 
 
The event would be restricted to the “City” news had it not been for the Diving Group of the Fire 
Department Lifeguard division which promoted for three days a ‘shark hunt’, with fireman divers 
bearing spearguns, hunting for the lurking devilish critter. The ‘governmental shark hunt’ also made 
first page material.  
 
Obviously, no shark was found. And the firemen were the laughing stock of the diving community: 
the underwater Brancaleone army. 
 
The papers did report Otto Bismark Gadig’s opinion without explaining much the reasons.  
 
However, the firemen’s shark hunt and a recent incident — when a doorman found a 250 lb. dead 
shark in the surf at Ipanema Beach and claimed to have singlehandedly killed it by punching the 
mako to death — did much to discredit the findings. Among the spearfishing community, the 
conventional wisdom is that (I quote), “Derico is full of s..t. He was most likely bit by a big 
cutlassfish (Trichiurus lepturus), very common in the area and known to bite fiercely. A 4 kg / 8.8 lb 
cutlassfish would leave marks as Dericos wound.” 
 
It all depends on the shape of the bite and Mr. Gadig wasn’t clear in that point. For a small blacktip 
shark, like he claims (1.5 m / 5 ft Carcharinus limbatus or brevipinna), the bite must have been 
arched. The cutlass-fish would have a V shape. 
 
Luiz Antonio Pereira 
Rio de Janeiro, December 13, 1999 
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