
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1999.11.23 
DATE: Tuesday November 23, 1999 
LOCATION: The attack took place off 
the Kona Village Resort, North Kona, 
Kahuwai, Hawaii, USA. 
 

NAME: Laurie Boyette 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer, a 51-
year-old female, is a visitor from Rhode 
Island. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 17h53, Keahole Point, 
Hawaii recorded that the sky was partly 
cloudy, visibility was 10 miles [16.1 kilometres] and there was no wind. The air temperature 
was 78.1°F [25.6°C], dew point was 69.1°F[20.6°C], humidity 74%, and sea surface 
pressure was 29.98 inches [1015.1 hPa].  
MOON PHASE: Full moon, 100% of the Moon’s surface was illuminated.   
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: The attack took place in a cove frequented by sea turtles. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 12 feet 
TIME: 17h20 [Sunset] 
 

NARRATIVE: Laurie Boyette was swimming with her 17-year-old nephew, both of whom 
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are strong swimmers. "I actually had a premonition that if there was a shark this is where it 
would be and at that point I was a little bit past a raft which was maybe a 150 yards out. I 
thought at the time that it was a strange thought to have, but it didn't scare me. I just 
wondered where it came from," she said.  
 

When Laurie approached the buoys, she turned on her back. At that moment she was hit 
from behind and knocked out of the water by a gray-colored shark. As she struggled to 
push the shark away, her hands tore against the shark’s serrated teeth. Two employees 
from the resort heard Laurie and the boy's cries for help and used a small motor boat to get 
the woman and bring her ashore.  
 

A mile of shoreline fronting the Kona Village Resort and the Four Seasons Resort was 
closed immediately. Next day, state officials conducted an aerial search for sharks by 
helicopter but no sharks were seen. 
 
INJURY: The swimmer’s entire right buttock was removed; the wound was 16 inches in 
diameter, and her fingers were severely lacerated (defense wounds). Tissue was torn from 
the bone, and nerves and tendons were shredded. 
 
FIRST AID: A county rescue helicopter transported the patient to Kona Community 
Hospital. 
 

TREATMENT: The shark's teeth had sliced through arteries and she needed more 20 pints 
of blood. The patient underwent surgery at Kona Community Hospital and was reported to 
be in satisfactory condition.  
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: It was believed the incident involved a tiger shark, Galeocerdo 
cuvier, about 1.8 to 2.4 metres (six to eight feet) in length. 
 

REPORTED BY: Gary Kubota, Star Bulletin 
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