
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE GSAF 1999.07.03 / SA-435 
DATE:  Saturday July 3, 1999 
LOCATION: The incident took place at 
Cintsa East, East London, Eastern Cape 
Province, South Africa. Cintsa East is 
located 28 kilometres northeast of the 
entrance to East London harbor.   
32°50'S, 28°07'E 
 
NAME: Colin Grey 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 20- or 28-
year-old teacher at Cannons Creek Primary 
School in Pinelands, had been surfing for 12 years at the time of the 
incident. He was on holiday with his parents when the incident took 
place. 
SURFBOARD: A white trifin board with white fins 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: There was a light to moderate northeasterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 81% of the Moon's visible disk 
illuminated. Last quarter Moon, July 6, 1999.  
ENVIRONMENT: East London's head of marine services, Willie 
Maritz, said most of the incidents in the area occur during June and 
July. At this time of year sharks return from following the sardine run 
up the east coast to their natural habitat along the south and west 
coasts, where they mainly feed on seals. “No beaches were closed 
as result of the attack, but the situation is being monitored closely, 
Maritz said.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 40 metres 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: While on holiday with his parents, Colin  
Gray went surfing. "I was waiting on my board when I saw a fin 
coming for me. The shark was about 10 metres from the shore. I 
just wanted to get out of the water," he said. 
 

"I remember a stinging sensation in my leg and being knocked off my board. When it came 
for me again, it bit my board. I know it could have been me. I got back on my board and 
paddled as fast as I could to shore. He reached the beach unaided, in spite of a bite in his 
thigh that went down to the bone. "I am just happy to be alive," Gray said. "I have nothing 
against sharks; the sea is their territory." 
 
INJURY: He sustained four bite wounds to his right thigh. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The surfboard was bitten, and his wetsuit was ripped. 
 
FIRST AID: The surfer limped from the empty beach to find help. He found fisherman Dave 
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Bonthuys and his 12-year-old son, Sheldon, who took him to St Dominic's Hospital in East 
London. 
 
TREATMENT: He was treated at St Dominic's Hospital and discharged on Sunday. He was 
on crutches for the next few weeks, and recovery was uneventful. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED Willie Maritz measured the size of the bite on the surfboard and 
determined that it was made by a four-metre white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. 
 
SOURCES: Colin Grey; Wimpie Heath; East London Daily Dispatch, July 5, 1999, 
http://www.dispatch.co.za/1999/07/05/easterncape/ATTACK.HTM 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Andrew Gifford, Shark Research Institute-South Africa 
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