
ACTIVITY: Kayaking 
CASE: GSAF 1999.03.18.a 
DATE: Thursday March 18, 1999 
LOCATION: The incident took place near Lahaina on the west coast of Maui, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Nahid Davoodabai 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 29-year-old female, a gynecologist from Iran. Married eight 
months earlier, she and her husband were on their belated honeymoon.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: There were strong winds. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, March 17, 1999 
TIME: Some time between 20h00 and 20h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Nahid Davoodabai and her husband, 39-year-old airline engineer 
Manouchehr Monazzami-Taghadom, rented a kayak from Extreme Sports Shop near the 
Olowalu side of the Lahaina pali on Thursday afternoon. They were soon swept offshore by 
high winds and a strong current that capsized the tiny craft several times. Although the 
couple waved their paddles and yelled, they were unable to attract anyone’s attention and 
continued to drift offshore. They were out of the kayak, swimming shorewards and towing it, 
when the shark severed one of the young woman’s arms. Her husband got back on the 
kayak and pulled his wife into it and tried to stop the bleeding with a tourniquet made from 
the tie of his swim trunks, but she died in his arms. During the night, heavy winds and 
waves capsized the kayak and Nahid’s body was lost. Her husband held onto the 
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overturned kayak and around 07h00 he drifted ashore 12 miles west of Maui at 
Kaho’olawe, a rocky uninhabited island that the US Navy uses as a bombing target 
practice area. Naked, except for a life-vest, he wandered on Kahoolawe until he found a 
telephone in a military bunker and called for help at 11h45. Fire officials conducted a 
helicopter search of the island and spotted a kayak about 3/4 of a mile from the bunker. 
The grey kayak was retrieved, but bore no visible evidence of the incident such as teeth 
marks. Oars and a blue lifejacket, believed to be the one worn by Nahid, drifted ashore at 
Kaho’olawe Island the following week. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Her husband was treated for exposure at Maui Memorial Medical Center. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: Gary T. Kubota, Jaymes K. Song, Brian Perry & Lila Fujimoto, Honolulu Star 
Bulletin, March 22, 23, 25, 26 & April 1 1999; Jaymes K. Song, Honolulu Star Bulletin, 
March 25, 1999. 
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