
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1999.03.14.a 
DATE:  Sunday March 14, 1999 
LOCATION: New Zealand 
 
NAME: Mr. Spain 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 28-year-old male from Auckland, a building site manager. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, March 10, 1999. New Moon, March 18, 1999 
 
NARRATIVE: "The accident happened after a friend accidentally gaffed the shark by the tail 
instead of the head as he dragged it on to their vessel," said Spain. The shark leapt up from 
the floor of his boat and sank its teeth in to his thigh. Fellow fishermen managed to beat the 
shark off with a club. 
 
INJURY: The fisherman’s thigh was bitten. He said the damage could have been far worse 
as the shark had first tried to bite him in the groin.  
 
TREATMENT: Some 38 stitches were required to repair the injury.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a 1.3 metre gaffed mako shark.  
 
SOURCE: Capt. Tom, capt.tom@mediaone.net 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
 
NOTE: Captain Tom also made reference to a book, The Shark Chummer’s Bible, by Fred 
Archer. He recounts the story of a young friend of his killed in the cockpit by a mako.  

 
“As I remember I got from Mr. Archer a few years back, what happened was that 
the mako was head-gaffed and swung into the cockpit catching his friend in the 
upper leg and groin area, severing the femoral artery with those lower jaw curved 
fang-like teeth. Some people on that trip never set foot in a boat again. Doctors 
said there was really no way of saving the young man under the circumstances. 
 
“You should gaff all makos behind the dorsal. In Mr. Spain’s case they got into 
trouble by bringing it into the cockpit and not paying attention.” —Tom 

 
NOTE: This was a provoked accident 
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