
ACTIVITY: Cruising 
CASE: GSAF 1999.02.26.R 
DATE: Reported February 26, 1999 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean on Frying Pan 
Shoals, North Carolina, USA. 
 
BOAT: Bird Dog, a 38-foot sport 
fishing boat from Carolina Beach. 
OCCUPANTS: Captain Buddy Severt 
and two crewmembers. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: Calm water 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 18 miles 
southeast of Cape Fear 
 
NARRATIVE: The Bird Dog was cruising when she inadvertently ran up on a basking shark 
apparently feeding on the surface. In the collision, the boat lost its running gear and a hole 
was ripped in her hull. The sea raced in through the opening in the hull, quickly filling the 
Bird Dog with water and causing her to sink. Fortunately, Severt and crew were able to 
make a fast escape into an inflatable raft. A distress call was made before abandoning ship, 
and a nearby fishing boat, the Mike A Bee, picked up Severt and his men. They were later 
transferred to another fishing boat, the Class Action, which was bound for Carolina Beach. 
Fortunately, all hands were safe despite their encounter. . . The damage to the shark is 
unknown.” 
 
SOURCES: Lee Morgan “Basking Shark Sinks ‘Bird Dog’, Wilmington Morning Star, 
February 26, 1999 edition; John Hairr (2003), Big Sharks of the Carolinas, Averasboro 
Press, Erwin, North Carolina. 
 
SPECIES: Basking shark. Hairr writes, “It is a wonder more vessels did not suffer the same 
fate as the Bird Dog, as the seas around Frying Pan Shoals were filled with Basking 
Sharks.  Dr. Schwartz later received reports of a school consisting of 100 of these 
enormous fish that was observed on February 11th, 1999, in the vicinity of Frying Pan and 
Cape Fear. The article on the next page may also refer to an encounter with basking shark 
in the same area. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
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