
ACTIVITY: Paddle-skiing 
CASE: GSAF 1999.01.13 
DATE: Wednesday January 13, 1999 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Indian Ocean at Bonza Beach, just 
off the Quinera Lagoon and seven 
kilometres northeast of the harbor 
entrance at East London, Eastern Cape 
Province, South Africa.   
27°03,5'S, 27°30'E 
 
NAME: Evan Ridge 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 28-year-old 
male from Amalinda. He weighs 82 
kilograms. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, January 9, 1999. New Moon, January 17, 1999 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was very clean and warm. 
ENVIRONMENT: Willie Maritz, curator of the East London Aquarium, said that there have 
been “a lot of dolphins around — which could explain the presence of the shark.” Ridge 
noted “a lot of activity” in the water that morning and dolphins had swum past.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 metres 
TIME: 06h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Evan Ridge had been in the water for 30 minutes. “I was paddle-skiing with a 
friend 50 metres out to sea when I saw a large swell and decided to catch it. As I was 
setting myself up for the wave, this incredible force hit my ski from the right. The shark must 
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have launched its attack from underneath my ski as 
all I saw was half a second of grey. As the shark 
attacked, I instinctively hit it in the mouth with my 
right hand. The shark then sank its teeth into the 
side of my ski narrowly missing my right leg. I 
actually felt its nose touch my leg,” said Ridge. 
 
The terrific force of the attack flipped the paddleski 
over, plunging Ridge beneath the surface. Ridge 
was held underwater by the paddleski belt. “I 
managed to release it and clambered onto the 
upside down ski waiting for the next attack.” Ridge 
said he saw the blood on his hand and thought it 
was his leg that had been mauled. A friend, Grant 
Ninneman, was unaware of the incident when he 
paddled up to see how things were going with Ridge. “I warned him of the shark,” said 
Ridge, “saying that he must get back to shore as quickly as possible but like a true friend he 
stayed with me. I missed the first two sets and then managed to catch the next one to 
shore.” 
 

The authorities immediately closed all city beaches 
 
INJURY: Ridge sustained cuts to his right hand, but no stitches were needed. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: There was a 42 cm [16 inch] bite in the paddle ski, and his 
wetsuit pants were ripped. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a four-metre white shark, Carcharodon 
carcharias, according to Willie Maritz. One of the shark’s teeth was embedded in the 
paddleski. 
 
REPORTED BY: The Citizen, January 14, 1999 
Daily Dispatch (East London), January 15, 1999 
Reading Eagle, January 15, 1999, page 2 
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Evan Ridge holds the tooth (in his 
injured hand) of a white shark which 

attacked him at Bonza Bay. The tooth 
was lodged in his paddleski, which has 

a large bite in it.  


