
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1998.11.05 
DATE: Thursday November 5, 1998 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean just south of the Winchester Bay 
jetty, near Reedsport, Oregon, USA.  
43º39.7'N, 124º12.8'W 
 
NAME: Dale Inskeep 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 32-year-old male. He 
was wearing a black full wetsuit and booties. 
SURFBOARD: His surfboard was 2.1 m in 
length, 50 cm wide, with a white bottom and a 
red-and-white top. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It had been a clear, sunny day, and 
the air temperature was about 13ºC. 
At 18h54, the weather station at North Bend 
recorded mostly cloudy skies and 10-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 48.2ºF [9ºC], 
dew point 44.6ºF [7ºC], 87% humidity; sea level pressure 30.06 inches [1018 hPa], and 
wind direction was southeast at 6.9 mph [11.1 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, 97% of the moon’s visible disk was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm, with a two-metre northwest swell. The water 
temperature was about 10ºC and underwater visibility was six metres. 
ENVIRONMENT: During the two hours prior to the incident, the surfer saw a number of 
pinnipeds in the area, but could not estimate their numbers. Based on his first-hand 
experience assisting William Weaver when his surfboard was struck by a white shark 
[GSAF 1993.01.02], he was aware that white sharks frequented the area around river 
mouths. The seabed was devoid of vegetation, and there is a channel that runs parallel to 
the jetty, about 25 metres north of the incident site. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 250 to 300 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Two to three fathoms 
TIME: 19h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Dale Inskeep and Peter Cooley were sitting upright on their surfboards, with 
Cooley facing his friend some six to seven metres north of him. Inskeep felt a swirl of water 
around his left leg that was immediately followed by “contact being made by a large animal 
with a sweeping motion on the outside of my lower left leg.” 
 

Inskeep remarked to Cooley, “That’s not good,” as his surfboard rose up out of the water, 
fell back, then rose up again before settling in a froth of white water. This turbulence 
increased as both surfers watched a white shark surface, then quickly change direction and 
swim off into deeper water. Inskeep regained his composure and the two surfers caught a 
wave to the beach. 
 
INJURY: The surfer was not injured. 
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DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: Once on dry land, Inskeep made a thorough inspection of his 
surfboard, but it was not possible to differentiate new scrapes and gouges from old ones.  
 
SPECIES: According to the surfers, the incident involved a white shark five to six metres in 
length. 
SOURCE: Ralph Collier (2003), pages 165-166 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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