
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1997.05.31.c 
DATE: Saturday May 31, 1997 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Weeki Wachee, 
Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: David Medvec 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 35-year-old male from Orlando who spends weekends at a 
vacation home in Weeki Wachee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, May 29, 1997 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 17 miles 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: David Medvec was spearfishing with a friend, Art Nugeness. Medvec 
speared a 15-pound grouper and attached it to his belt. He was bitten by a small shark that 
was trying to get the freshly-harpooned fish he was towing at his side. For a second or two 
the shark clamped its jaws onto the diver’s leg. Then the diver unclasped the fish from his 
belt and gave it to the shark. With the shark in its mouth, the shark took the fish to the 
bottom and began feeding on it. "I looked down at my leg and didn't see a chunk of flesh 
missing [from my thigh], so I stayed and watched for awhile," said the diver. 
 
INJURY: The shark's tiny teeth punched four neat rows of holes across the diver’s upper 
right thigh.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The diver washed blood off about 200 little punctures, then 
covered them with a bandage. Medvec did not see a doctor for treatment. "To be honest 
with you, my feet hurt more than the bite does,'' said Medvec, who still suffers from the 
nagging effects of a motorcycle accident that crushed his legs eight years ago. 
 
SPECIES: The shark was about four feet in length.  
 
SOURCE: Rob Nelson, St. Petersburg Times, June 6, 1997  
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