
ACTIVITY: Rowing 
CASE: GSAF 1997.02.03 
DATE: Monday February 3, 1997 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place just metres from Leichhardt 
Rowing Club in Iron Cove, 
Sydney, New South Wales, 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Andree Mocsari 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 49-year-
old female and has been rowing 
for six years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE:Third Quarter, 
February 1, 1997 
TIME: 06h10 
 
NARRATIVE: Andree Mocsari 
was rowing with members from 
the Leichhardt Rowing Club. She was in a single scull when she was catapulted from her 
boat by a shark. 
 

She landed in the water four metres from the boat. "I came up and I was swimming towards 
the boat and then I saw him (the shark) in front of me." While swimming towards her boat, 
Ms. Mocsari called to Tom Tressider, her rowing companion, telling him that she could see 
the shark in the murky waters near the boat's stern. "He said 'get in the boat quickly'. I had a 
lot of difficulty doing that. I said to him, 'I'm really scared he is going to come back to bite my 
legs'," said Ms. Mocsari. She tried to get back to the boat without moving her legs because 
she had been told that movement in the water attracted sharks. It took more than four 
minutes to get back into the boat.  
 
While helping her onto her boat, Mr. Tressider held a rowing blade for protection if the shark 
returned. "I saw it go past. It was a jolly big fish with dark skin," he said.  "I was sure it was a 
shark and the main thing was to get her (Ms. Mocsari) back into the boat. I didn't want her, 
or anyone else, to panic." After Mocsari got back in the boat, she and Mr. Tressider 
continued rowing for more than 15 minutes. 
 
INJURY: She was shaken by the incident and sustained bruising to her ribs and arms. "It 
feels a bit sore to touch and to breathe, laugh or move," she said. "I'm really lucky I didn't 
land on the bow of the boat. I would have really damaged myself then." 
 
DAMAGE TO THE BOAT: Ms. Mocsari said teeth marks could be seen on the boat when 
they got to shore. 
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