
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1996.07.21 
DATE: Sunday, July 21 1996 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean off 
Cold Storage Beach in Truro, a tiny coastal town near the end 
of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, USA.    
42°N, 70°W  
 
NAME: James Orlowski 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 46-year-old car salesman from West 
Springfield, Massachusetts. He was in Truro for the weekend visiting his girlfriend. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and air temperatures were in the 
low 70s.  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 28% of the Moon was 
illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The incident took place at low tide. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Four feet / waist-deep 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards 
 
NARRATIVE: James Orlowski was collecting starfish when the shark grabbed his left leg. 
Orlowski hit the shark six or eight times and it released him. As he turned back to shore, the 
shark snapped at his right foot. 

INJURY: The wounds consisted of shallow lacerations. 
 
TREATMENT: He was transported by ambulance to Outer Cape Health Services in 
Wellfleet where the wounds were repaired with 46 sutures, and he was released. However, 
during the night the wound became septic. He was admitted to the hospital and remained 
there eight days. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Orlowski, the incident involved a six- to eight-foot 
shark. It was thought the incident involved a blue shark, Prionace glauca. 
 
COMMENT: The incident resulted in a torrent of negative news coverage about the town at 
the height of the summer season  stirring fears of a 'Jaws' scenario. As result, town 
officials decided not to post warning signs, and instead called for a police investigation. 
 
NOTE: About ten years previously (1986), there may have been another shark incident in 
the southeastern Massachusetts, possibly in the Dartmouth area. A man in his 20s was 
treated for an infection in the  emergency department of St. Elizabeth's Medical Center in 
Brighton. He said that two days earlier he was swimming when he saw seals and then felt a 
bump. On reaching shore, he discovered he had sustained an abrasion and five raking lines 
on his ankle, each about five inches in length. When the injury became septic, he went to 
the hospital’s emergency room. Dr. Mark Pearlmutter, chief of the emergency department 
for Steward Health Care System, said at the time he was unable to determine whether the 
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injury resulted from a collision with a seal or shark. 
 
SOURCES: Rocky Mountain News, July 23, 1996 

Associated Press  

Cynthia Mccormick, Cape Cod Times, August 1, 2012, 
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120801/NEWS/208010313/-
1/NEWS01 
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