
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1996.06.06 
DATE: Thursday June 6, 1996 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Suicide 
Point at Point Leo, Victoria, Australia. 
 
NAME: George Lucas 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 47-year-old male from 
Blairgowrie. He has been a surfer for 30 years. 
SURFBOARD: The underside of the board is 
pale blue.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 70% of the Moon was illuminated. Third Quarter, June 8, 
1996.  
TIME: 17h30 (dusk) 
 
NARRATIVE: Mr Lucas was surfing with three other riders when the shark struck without 
warning. It pushed him through the ocean for about 150 metres before taking his board, 
dragging him along and underneath the water by his leg-rope. 
 
"I first saw the fin, then the body and the smaller fin behind it only inches from my board," 
said Lucas. "One of the other guys yelled, 'It could be a dolphin' but I knew what it was. It 
swam ahead of me, then dived underneath and came up beneath me with great force." The 
shark clamped its jaws around his surfboard and pushed him through a spray of foam. "I 
was just sitting on the board for about 150 metres as it pushed me along the water. I just 
tried to remain calm and ride it out. There wasn't much else I could do. Then the shark dived 
with the board and dragged me around. Luckily I was wearing a longer leg-rope." 
 
After four minutes, the shark released the shattered board. Then Lucas grabbed the board 
and followed his friends to shore. 
 
SPECIES: A white shark about four metres in length. According to locals, the shark had 
been patrolling the area for about three weeks and local authorities had warned surfers to 
be aware of the shark. 
 
SOURCE: Paul Anderson, Herald Sun, Saturday June 8, 1996, page 7 
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