
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1995.09.30.b 
DATE: Saturday September 30, 1995 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Crescent Beach near St. 
Augustine, St. Johns County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Jon Grace 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 14-year-old male, a freshman from Countryside High School in 
Pinellas County. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, October 1, 1995 
SEA CONDITIONS: On Friday night, the surfers talked about the waves at their campsite; 
the waves were some of the best they’d ever seen. 
ENVIRONMENT: Marine biologists said large waves from the active hurricane season have 
pushed schools of small fish toward shore, and the sharks have followed. 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: Lane Grace and his two sons, Jon and his 16-year-old brother Justin, three 
friends and another adult arrived Friday for a weekend of camping and surfing. On Saturday, 
Jon was paddling his surfboard when a shark clamped down on his left foot. "I felt something 
crush my foot and bring it back a little and then let go. It just grabbed me and let go," he said.  
Afterwards, Jon paddled to shore "in a panic”. 
 
INJURY: The surfer’s left foot was bitten; there were four puncture wounds and a dozen 
smaller cuts. The wound "was V-shaped with multiple puncture wounds consistent with the 
shape of shark's teeth,'' said emergency room physician Dr. John Foster.  
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FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Justin said, "I wrapped his foot in a towel. It was bleeding pretty 
bad.'' said Justin. Then their father drove Jon to Flagler Hospital in St. Augustine where the 
four puncture wounds were stitched. 
 
SPECIES: Although no one saw the shark, the doctor who treated Jon said the wounds 
were typical of a 1.5 to 1.8 metre [five to six-foot] shark.  
 
NOTE: Dr. Foster, the emergency room doctor is also a veteran surfer and said the allure of 
the waves can be stronger than the fear of sharks because attacks are rare. "In the 
emergency room I've seen hundreds of people dead or seriously injured from automobile 
accidents,'' Foster added. "You're at greater risk driving on a Friday night than getting bitten 
by a shark." 
 

As soon as Jon was released from the hospital, Justin and his friends got back on their 
boards in the same waters where Jon was bitten. They surfed all day Sunday too.  
 
SOURCE: Marie Rhodes, St. Petersburg Times, October 3, 1995  
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