
ACTIVITY: Unknown 
CASE GSAF 1995.06.13 
DATE: Tuesday June 13, 1995 
LOCATION: The attack took place at First Beach, Clearwater Bay, 
Hong Kong. 
 
NAME: Ms Wong Kwai-yung (Wang Guiron)  
DESCRIPTION: She was a 45-year old female. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, June 13, 1995 
ENVIRONMENT: The two Clearwater Bay beaches are on the east 
coast of the Clearwater Bay peninsula (east of Kowloon). See page 2 
for recent fatal shark incidents at Hong Kong. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 15 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Chest-deep 
 
NARRATIVE: She was swimming with a group of friends when she was bitten by a shark. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Her left leg was severed at the hip and her left forearm was severed. There 
were seven bites on her abdomen and two on her right thigh. There were so many bite 
marks on her body that it was speculated she was killed by a pack of sharks. 
 
SPECIES: Thought to involve a tiger shark. 
 
SOURCES: The Sydney Morning Herald, June 14, 1995 page 11  
The Independent, Wednesday, June 14, 1995 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, GSAF 
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First Beach 
Clearwater Bay 



1. August 28, 1979, a 16-year-old 
male fatally injured at Ho Ha Wan 
Marine Park 

 
2. June 7, 1991, Yeung Tam-ho, a 65-

year-old female fatally injured by 
tiger shark at Silverstrand 

 
3. June 28, 1991, body of Chinese 

fisherman found floating near Sai 
Kung, his arm had been severed by 
a shark. 

 
4.  June 29, 1991, 22-year-old male 

fatally injured at Basalt Island (9 
kms from Silverstrand) 

 
 May 13, 1992, repeated sightings of 
 sharks at Silverstrand Bay, no 
 injuries reported 
 
5. Late May 1993, female missing, 

believed victim of shark attack, 
Silverstrand area 

 
6. June 1, 1993, Yan Sai-weh, a 42-

year-old male fatally injured at 
Sheung Sz Wan 

 
 June 9, 1993, tiger shark caught at 

Tsing Lung Tau (near Castle Peak) 
 
7. June 11, 1993, Kwong Kong-hing, a 61-year-old male fatally injured at Silverstrand 
 
8.  June 1, 1995, Tso Kam-Sun, a 44-year-old male, fatally injured at Siu Chuk Lam in 

Silverstrand Bay (correction: date was May 31, 1995) 
 
 June 2, 1995, sighting at Lung Ha Wan, no injuries reported 
 
9. June 2, 1995, Herman Lo Cheuk-Yuet, a 29-year-old male, fatally injured at Sheung Sze 

Wan Beach 
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Biters bit: animal lovers fight to save sharks 
 

HONG KONG, Wednesday: A pack of tiger sharks is picking off swimmers in the waters off Hong 
Kong's New Territories - but many of the colony's residents are pleading for the sharks to be 
spared. 
 
This morning, as Hong Kong papers carried every detail, down to the bite-marks, of the death of 
a 45-year-old woman savaged by sharks near Sai Kung, the South China Morning Post carried a 
letter demanding: "Our Sai Kung sharks ... should be left alone." 
 
The woman attacked yesterday, Ms Wong Kwai-yung, was swimming with a group of friends in 
chest-deep water just 15 metres off Clearwater Bay, near Sai Kung. 
 
A few minutes later, she was floating in bloodied water, her left leg bitten off at the hip and her 
left forearm missing. When her body was hauled to shore, there were bites on much of the rest of 
her body - including seven on her abdomen and two on her right thigh, suggesting she was killed 
by a shark pack. 
 
Ms Wong was the third swimmer to be killed by sharks in the area in the past 10 days. The other 
two were men, both regular swimmers, one of whom had competed for Hong Kong in the 
Commonwealth Games. They were killed within 24 hours of one another and both bodies were 
extensively mutilated. 
 
Many people in Hong Kong want a shark hunt, more nets and prevention of shark attacks - but 
the animal rights lobby is deluging the newspapers with pleas for understanding of the sea 
creatures. 
 
Today's letter-writer, Ms Sive Bresnihan, who gave an address safely landlocked on The Peak, 
even insisted on the shark's right to kill and eat any swimmer it could sink its teeth into. "Respect 
and acceptance should be shown toward our Sai Kung shark, and I believe it should be left 
alone, as its two victims died through the predator's natural instincts. If we, the people of Hong 
Kong, kill that shark, we will be no better than the beast itself." 
 
Ms Bresnihan's plea for understanding followed an earlier letter from a marine biologist, Frazer 
McGilvray, who said the sharks were "at the top of the food chain in their environment, and as 
such should be treated with respect, not malice". 
 
These outpourings from shark lovers look a little strange in a territory which consumes more 
shark-fin soup per capita than anywhere else in the world. 
 
However, as Tim Hamlett, a local columnist, put it: "Sharks have two-thirds of the world to swim 
about in; the average Hong Kong resident does not even have room for a horizontal bath. Our 
need is greater than theirs." 
 
SOURCE: Margaret Harris, The Sydney Morning Herald, June 14, 1995 page 11 
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Sharks bite back in teeth of the evidence  

Hong Kong has suddenly found its attention turned from fears of the impending Chinese takeover 
to something even more terrifying - a spate of shark attacks. 
 
The latest attack, the third in two weeks, occurred yesterday at Clearwater Bay, an exclusive 
beachfront area of the city. Lifeguards pulled a 45- year-old woman out of shallow water where 
she had been swimming with 50 other people. Witnesses said one leg and one arm had been 
ripped off. She died before reaching hospital. 
 
The attacks have confounded the politically correct view of sharks, that they are an unnecessarily 
victimised, environmentally friendly fish. Even Peter Benchley, author of Jaws, the man who did 
more than any other to besmirch the shark's reputation, has joined the revisionists. The post-
modern, post-Jaws battle cry is: "Man eats more sharks than sharks eat man''. 
 
But this argument is unlikely to find many adherents in Hong Kong just now. A middle-aged 
woman swimmer said she heard the victim shouting for help with her hands raised above her. 
The woman then disappeared. "A pool of blood spilled out in the water, which was only up to her 
chest," the witness said. 
 
The death of the woman - the third shark attack victim in a fortnight - was attributed to a possible 
feeding frenzy by a pack of sharks. No single species yet has been named as a suspect. But 
many people fear the beaches are being stalked by a large, lone killer with a taste for human 
flesh; not too different from Mr Benchley's celebrated protagonist. 
 
Local experts think the same shark could be responsible for this year's attacks and other fatal 
attacks in recent years. In June 1993, a hair salon owner was killed while swimming in the same 
vicinity. Two weeks later, another swimmer was killed. 
 
Man may be ultimately responsible. Hong Kong beaches are notorious for their pollution. Garbage 
and sewage has been known to attract sharks. When the pollution clears, the garbage is replaced 
by tasty bathers. 
 
Britain's bathers, however, have nothing to fear from the 20 or so species of sharks offshore. 
"They are all harmless," said Jim Ellis, who is researching sharks and rays at Swansea 
University. 
 
SOURCE: Robert Block, The Independent, Wednesday, June14, 1995 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/sharks-bite-back-in-teeth-of-the-evidence-1586333.html 
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13/6/1995 清水灣一灘 49歲婦人王桂容左手前臂及左腳被咬去身亡 
13/6/1995 Clearwater Beach, a 49 year old woman Wang Guirong left forearm and left leg was 
bitten to death of  
 
SOURCE: Oriental Daily. August 6, 2011. 
http://orientaldaily.on.cc/cnt/news/20110806/00176_099.html 


